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EDITORIAL

Christ-life believers are
encouraged to follow Paul
as He follows Christ.
Before Paul strictly fol-
lowed Christ based on his
revelation that Christ
lived in him, he went
through several human
efforts to please God or to
please the ones he fellow-
shipped with. When he
was in his Pentecostal
period, immediately after
he was saved, he spoke in
tongues; he healed the
sick, preformed miracles
and even baptized a few
believers in water. He was
possibly in this stage of his
walk when he wrote 1
Corinthians 13:8-12. But
even though he was
endeavoring to keep faith
with those he was fellow-
shipping with, something
in him said this relation-
ship I have now is not per-
fect, but there will be a
perfect work of God in me.
Even though Christ was in
him, he did not know it.
He would know it soon,
however, because the Lord
would reveal His Son in
Paul (Gal. 1:16-17), as
Paul’s real life (Gal. 2:20).
This revelation did two
things for Paul.
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One, the revelation of
Christ as Paul’s new-cre-
ation life would be “the
perfect” that Paul
announced was coming in 1
Corinthians 13:10. Sadly, a
great number of believers
are waiting till they die
before they know their per-
fect condition. Death will
be too late (Col. 1:26-27).
Believers are to be present-
ed to the Lord perfect at
their home-going. What is
the perfect? It is simply
Christ alive in and as the
believer’s life, now. Religion
cannot produce this. It
comes only by a revelation
from the Holy Spirit that
Christ lives in the believer
(Eph. 1:17).

Two, when Paul had
revealed to him that Christ
in him was the perfect one
operating as his life, he
knew then that he, indeed,
no longer lived, only Christ
lived as him. This meant
that all his ministries were
no longer to be his and the
operation of those min-
istries were no longer to be
by him. The logic was sim-
ple, if he no longer lived as
the old Paul and Christ
was his new life, then all
the ministries and works

would be Christ operating
through him. Now, he had
the answer as to the fail-
ure of the tongues, the
prophecies and the knowl-
edge. (1 Cor. 13:8). The
revelation that Christ was
his life would do away with
that which was in part and

allow “the perfect” to
operate.
Believers will never

become who they are in
Christ, or manifest that
which is perfect, until they
have Christ revealed in
them by the Holy Spirit (1
Cor. 1:9-10). Thank God,
that which is perfect has
come. We still see the
supernatural; people are
healed today; miracles do
occur, but it is never man’s
ministry. It is Christ alive
and working in humans.
We have no ministry of our
own. It is Christ moving
out of the human as God
has created them to be.
After Paul had his revela-
tion of Christ in him, he
could say, Follow me as I
follow Christ. Christ alone
gave to Paul alone this
final gospel.

These are some of the
truths we love and standby in
this Christ-life Fellowship! i
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TRUE NATURE OF GOD

PART 2

By Don Byrd

In the Pauline epistles,
one of the first things I
began to understand about
God that brought peace
and rest to me was that He
desires to be Father to all
who believe. Before cre-
ation, God’s desire was to
be Father; and from this
desire comes the purpose
for which He created heav-
en, angels, the universe,
the earth and people. Out
of His desire to be Father
comes the purpose of the
new birth of which Christ
speaks in John 3, and of
which Paul speaks scores
of times.

The birthing was a mys-
tery that had never been
revealed to me at this point
in my walk in the Lord.
Though I had been born
again for many years, I had
no understanding of the
true meaning of the
birthing. What a shame to
be alive and live in
Christ—the glory of the
Father—and not know
what it means. “The heir,
as long as he is a child, dif-
fereth nothing from a ser-
vant, though he be lord of
all” (Gal. 4:1-2).

Maturity, or immaturity,
is a condition of the mind.
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There is a period of time in
each believer’s walk when
he does not know who he
is, and it may remain this
way for many years. The
period of time that the
believer may remain igno-
rant of his identity is indef-
inite as seen in the phrase
“...as long as....” This peri-
od of time is contingent on
maturity (a mind transfor-
mation), not the number of
years, months or days. The
child will remain a child
“as long as....” He will
remain a child until the
time appointed of the
Father! The Father knows
when the child has
matured. What is maturi-
ty? 1 believe maturity is
when the believer comes to
an understanding of the
Christ who is in him and
begins to live according to
that knowledge. This is the
fullness of times spoken of
in Galatians 4.

Without the revelation
of Christ in the believer,
there is only one other way
to know God: the God of
the Old Testament law,
bondage and fear. Without
Paul’s epistles, believers
will never know the true
nature of God. They will

remain in bondage and fear
to the judgmental God of
the Old Testament, and
even parts of the New
Testament. Only Paul’s
epistle will make the differ-
ence when it comes to
knowing that God desires
to be Father to us. The true
nature of God is that of
Father!

The God of the Old
Testament is the same God
of the New Testament,
except in John’s gospel and
Paul’s epistles. Then what
is the difference? Not until
we finally begin to under-
stand the Pauline epistles
will we find the true nature
of God. His nature did not
change from a judgmental
God to that of Father; the
problem is the believer
never knew His true
nature until the revelation
of Christ in the believer.

The only difference
between the God of the Old
and New Testaments is the
revelation of Christ in the
believer. God did not
change; the change takes
place in our minds. The
birthing makes Him our
Father, and it is here that
the difference is found. It is
in the revelation of Christ
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in the believer that we find
the true nature of this glo-
rious God who is Father.
He has the nature of a
Father! He loves, cares and
adores those whom He has
birthed! Do you know that
He hurts when you hurt?
He is sad when you are sad!
He is unhappy when you
are unhappy! He cares! He
cares! He cares! He is total-
ly cognizant of our feelings
and our cares in this life.

He is our Father
because Christ lives in us.
What a revelation! God is
our Father, what a glorious
nature He has! The glory of
it all is that “ye might be
partakers of the divine
nature” (2 Peter 1:4). We
are born again of the incor-
ruptible seed, having
imparted to us His divine
nature! What is this divine
nature? Father! Father!
Father! He is Father to
believers through “Christ
in you!”

I am confident that in
the Pauline epistles I found
the truth of the
Fatherhood of God in full-
ness. This is accomplished
through His seed, Christ,
in you, the hope of glory.
Recently, I re-evaluated the
use of Father in John’s
gospel and found an amaz-
ing thing. The term father
is used 139 times.
Seventeen times it has no
reference to God at all.
Father is used 122 times
referring to God as Father!
Jesus uses it 110 times
referring to God as Father
and 9 times when He is
speaking directly to the
Father. Though Father is
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used quite extensively in
the gospel, according to
John it leaves the believer
not knowing that God is
his very own Father. In
John’s gospel, God is called
“the Father,” which has ref-
erence to Him being the
Father of Jesus only. Then
He is referred to as “my
Father” by Christ only.
Only one time is there ref-
erence to God being the
Father of someone other
than Christ: “I ascend unto
my Father, and your
Father; and [to] my God,
and your God” (John
20:17, author’s translation
added).

This is the only verse in
John’s gospel that refers to
God being the Father of
anyone other than Christ.
John gives us a beautiful
insight into the fact that
God is a Father, but only to
Christ Jesus our Lord. In
John’s gospel, we do not
learn that God is our
Father; but we learn of the
Father-Son relationship
that exists between the
Father and His Son, Jesus
Christ. This is the first
step in coming to under-
stand that God desires to
be your Father!

In John’s gospel, it is
not our relationship; it is
exclusively between the
Father and His Son, Jesus.
Not until we get into Paul’s
epistles (after Jesus’ death
and resurrection, when
Christ becomes available to
the believer) do we learn
that God is our Father
through Christ in us! If you
desire to know God as
Father and understand His

true nature, you must turn
to the Pauline epistles.
There are no options!
Though Peter tells us that
God has a divine nature, he
gives no clue as to what
kind of nature it is!

Condemnation

“There is therefore now
no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus”
(Rom. 8:1). Aslong as I was
without the understanding
that God was my Father,
most of my walk in the
Lord was under condemna-
tion because there were
times when I reverted back
to my understanding of
God as the omnipotent,
righteous, holy, wunap-
proachable God of the Old
Testament.

For many years,
Romans 8:1 surely sounded
good, but it was not a real-
ity to me. There were peri-
ods of times when there
was no condemnation, but
these were times when I
obeyed the letter of the law
and thought I was accept-
able to Him because of it.
The moment I failed to
comply with the letter of
the law, I felt condemna-
tion rush in like a stormy
wind. Periods without con-
demnation were always
short lived.

Why did Romans 8:1 not
work? Because I had not
received the revelation of
Christ in me of which Paul
speaks so many times. Not
until I came to an under-
standing that God is my
Father did the condemna-
tion leave. Romans 8:1 is

(CONTINUED ON P. 27)

HE HAS THE NATURE
OF A FATHER! HE
LOVES, CARES AND

ADORES THOSE
WHOM HE HAS
BIRTHED!




TIDBITS

ABOUT

CHRISTMAS

By Dwight Davis

“An the angel said unto
them, Fear not: for, behold,
I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to
all people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of
David a Saviour, which is
Christ the Lord” (Luke
2:10-11).

This Christmas, I just
wanted to informally share
with you a few thoughts
concerning the people and
events surrounding the
birth of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ...and
perhaps help clear up a few
misconceptions.

(1) Angels are all male. It
was Gabriel who announced
the birth to Zacharias (Luke
1:19), and later to Mary
(Luke 1:26-38), and surely
led the heavenly angelic
host to announce the birth
of Jesus to the shepherds.
All references to angels in
the Greek New Testament
are in the masculine gender.
There are no references to
angels singing anywhere in
the Word of God, only say-
ing. We get the other things
from songs, Christmas
cards, and maybe Christmas
presentations, but certainly
not from the Word of God.
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(2) The shepherds were
abiding in the field with
their flock at night.
Bethlehem sets 2,550 feet
above sea level and on
December 25, it would nor-
mally be too cold for sheep
to be out in open fields.
Most likely, Jesus was born
around late September, pre-
haps on the Day of
Atonement (Lev. 23:26-32),
and was the one who would
prophetically fulfill that
day as the final sin sacri-
fice and Savior of the world
(Heb. 9:6-14; Luke 1:11;
John 4:42).

(83) When Jesus, the
Word, was implanted into
Mary, it was done by the
Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35, 38).
This most likely occurred
nine months prior to the
Day of Atonement, or on
December 25, around the
end of the Festival of Lights
(Chanukah). For Jesus was
the true light through
which all men might see
God and have life (John
1:4-18). And light was the
first thing that God spoke
into darkness during the
redecoration of the earth
(Gen. 1:2-3). I believe God
honors life from the time of

conception (Luke 1:38, 42),
and today that is still God’s
answer to the abortion
questions.

(4) Mary is a type of the
believer, born again by the
Word implanted within by
the Holy Spirit (Luke 1:35,
38; 1 Peter 1:23). We are to
allow the Holy Spirit to
bring forth the Son from
within us as in Mary (Luke
1:31; 2 Cor. 4:7, 10).

(5) Joseph is a type of
the local church organiza-
tion, which houses and pro-
vides for the work of God,;
but the church organization
like Joseph cannot give you
life (Matt. 1:18-25).

(6) The wise men could
have been more than three
in number, for Scripture
only mentions that they
brought three different
specific gifts (Matt. 2:11).
There could have been
more than one bringing
any one of the gifts, or
many bringing one or all
gifts. We have built a doc-
trine of three wise men
based on songs, Christmas
cards and man’s ideas.

(7) The wise men proba-
bly got to Bethlehem
approximately two years
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after Jesus’ birth (Matt.
2:16). They were looking
for Jesus and following the
direction where they had
originally seen the star
(Matt. 2:7). Apparently, the
star was no longer visible
in the sky. The star, which
they saw two years previ-
ously when they were in
the east, reappeared and
went before them and led
them to Jesus (Matt.
2:9-10). This is a type of
the light of the Word as
quickened by the Holy
Spirit. It will always go
before us and lead us to
Jesus (Ps. 119:105; John
15:26; 16:13-15). Wise men
still follow after dJesus
today. When they find Him,
they find life, and the
greatest treasure of all!

The Real Spirit of
Christmas

One Christmas story
that stands out to me as
illustrating the real spirit
of Christmas was this one
as shared by one of my
brothers in Christ about a
friend of his named Paul.
It was shared this way:

“A friend of mine named
Paul received a new auto-
mobile from his brother as
a Christmas present. On

Christmas Eve, when Paul
came out of his office, a
street urchin was walking
around the shiny new car,
admiring it. ‘Is this your
car, Mister?’ He asked.

“Paul nodded and said,
‘My brother gave it to me
for Christmas.” The boy
was astounded. ‘You mean
your brother gave it to you
and it didn’t cost you noth-
ing?” ‘Boy, I wish...” He
hesitated.

“And Paul knew that he
was going to wish he had a
brother like that. But what
the lad said jarred Paul all
the way down to his heels.

“‘I wish,” the boy went
on, ‘that I could be a broth-
er like that.’

“Paul looked at the boy
in astonishment, then
impulsively he added,
‘would you like to ride in
my automobile?’

“‘Oh, yes, I’d love that,’
the boy said.

“After a short ride the
urchin turned and with his
eyes aglow, said. ‘Mister,
would you mind driving me
in front of my house?’

“Paul smiled a little. He
thought he knew what the
lad wanted. He wanted to
show his neighbors that he
could ride home in a big

automobile. But Paul was
wrong again.

“‘Will you stop where
those steps are?’ the boy
asked.

“He ran up the steps.
Then in a little while, Paul
heard him coming back,
but he was not coming fast.
He was carrying his little,
polio-crippled brother. He
sat him down on the bot-
tom step, then sort of
squeezed up against him
and pointed to the car.

““There she is, Buddy,
just like I told you
upstairs. His brother gave
it to him for Christmas,
and it didn’t cost him a
cent. And some day, I'm
gonna give you one just
like it. Then you can see
for yourself, all the pretty
things in the Christmas
windows that I’ve been
trying to tell you about.’

“Paul got out and lifted
the lad to the front seat of
his car. The shinning-eyed,
older brother climbed in
beside him, and the three
of them began a memo-
rable holiday ride.

“That Christmas Eve,
Paul learned what dJesus
meant when He said, ‘It is
more blessed to give...””

Merry Christmas! &
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THE MARY BoODY AND
THE JOSEPH MINISTRY

By Warren Litzman

“And the angel came in
unto her, and said, Hail,
thou that art highly
favoured, the Lord is with
thee: blessed art thou
among women. And when
she saw him, she was
troubled at his saying,
and cast in her mind
what manner of saluta-
tion this should be. And
the angel said unto her,
Fear not, Mary: for thou
hast found favour with
God. And, behold, thou
shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a
son, and shalt call his
name JESUS”  (Luke
1:28-31).

The strategic meaning
for us in this verse is that
Mary shall bring forth a
son. The Lord prepared
Mary to be the mother of
Jesus in a very special way.
He saw to it that she was
in a perfect bloodline, and
that she was of the lineage
of Abraham. This was so
important because she was
to be used to prepare a
body, a special body, for the
Son of God. God never
does anything without a
body. There was no place
to put evil spirits back in
the period before creation
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without a body called
Earth. There was no place
to put the spirit of man,
except God first created a
body. Now, in our verse
above, a body, the Mary
body, is to be used to create
a body for the Son of God
to live in. To do this, the
Lord will especially use a
fourteen-year-old girl
called Mary of Nazareth.

One of the most blessed
thoughts in the Scriptures
is the concept of God hav-
ing a body ministry. It is
one of the best, and far-
thest-reaching plans, that
God has ever shown us.
His plan calls for each of
us to enter into a relation-
ship with Him whereby we
are transformed from the
kingdom of darkness, (that
is, our sinful lives), into
the kingdom of His dear
Son. He does this by plac-
ing His Son, Christ, in us.
This means that there is
no restoration or correc-
tion of humans in the plan
of God. The plan of God
calls for our old nature,
the old man, to die with
Christ on the cross and for
our bodies to become the
house for a new creation—
the Christian.

God Sets the Stage

This placement of His
Son in us is what God’s
plan is all about. Mary
became the epitome of the
body ministry when she
was chosen of God to bring
forth the Savior. She
received the highest call-
ing, for her only purpose in
being birthed herself was
to bring forth a living
Savior to a dying world.
Had she rebelled, had she
failed, had she fallen short,
had she done her own
thing, had she lived accord-
ing to the custom of her
own day, there would never
have been a living Savior to
come forth out of her life.

To make sure that the
Son had a perfect body to
be born in, the Father
properly set the stage. For
four hundred years the
world had been without a
prophet. In that time, God
prepared Mary. She was of
the proper blood line; she
had the proper family tree,
dating back to Abram; she
had the perfect history. It
was God’s choosing, for she
was not the highest and
the mightiest of girls, she
was not the most learned,
she was not the most
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THE GREATEST
TRUTH OF THE BODY
OF CHRIST TODAY IS
THAT EVERY BELIEV-
ER IS PREGNANT
WITH JESUS.

famous. She became all of
these after she had per-
formed the work of God.
She was a simple and calm,
everyday fourteen-year-old
Israelite girl. She fit into
the plan of life for a young
girl of that age. She was
betrothed to a man much
older than she, but she was
to have a great control and
power in his life. She was
to be a spiritual woman
chosen of God. Joseph’s
role was in keeping with
the plan of God, but he
wasn’t chosen; she was.
Her mission was to fulfill
the Father’s plan in bring-
ing forth a living Savior to
a dying world.

Mary epitomizes the
true body of Christ. She is
the clearest picture of what
the true body of Christ is
today. The greatest truth of
the body of Christ today is
that every believer is preg-
nant with Jesus. Regardless
of who we are, our only
purpose in existence is to
bring forth the living
Savior to a lost and dying
world. As Mary did, we are
to bring forth the Son of
God. This is to happen in
every one of our lives; for
this is the purpose for
humans on this earth.

Dear friends, time is
short. God alone knows
when the end shall come.
Still almost half the world
is without the knowledge of
who Jesus is. It is necessary
that God divinely intervene
and do something about
His great cause. It is not
movements and organiza-
tions or men who control
the ultimate plan of God.
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One thing, I believe, God
wants is this Mary story to
be the example for all born-
again believers. We, too, are
to allow the Christ in us to
be delivered out to the
whole world.

It All Started on the
Day of Pentecost

That night in Bethlehem,
angels announced the
birthing and shepherds
came to see the baby that
had been brought forth, born
of the Spirit. Likewise, the
true believer of Christ has
brought forth the Savior
without man’s help. So, the
Holy Spirit came to those
120 waiting in the Upper
Room on the Day of
Pentecost for the sole pur-
pose of bringing forth Jesus
in their lives. On that day, a
new body was formed. That
was the plan of God from
the beginning. That has
been the way God has
always moved since the
birth of the Christian
church. It all started on the
Day of Pentecost, and
though it has wavered and
waned on many occasions
and at times become almost
extinct, the Holy Spirit has
always brought forth the
Son from that new body
formed on the Day of
Pentecost. Note, it was not
“a body of the Holy Spirit,”
even though He had much
to do with it. It was the new
body of Christ.

Today, that new body of
Christ is the Church. It
started on the Day of
Pentecost, still under a
Judaistic cloud; but finally,
in God’s perfect timing, the

Apostle Paul was raised up
to clarify and design the
true body of Christ so that
it perfectly fit God’s eternal
plan. Just as God did at
Bethlehem with the Mary
body, and just as He did
with the new Christ body
on the Day of Pentecost, it
was all done without man’s
help. God alone births and
brings forth the Son. As the
Son begins to come forth, a
world, even a religious
world that has become
corpse-like—indifferent,
pathetic,  non-spiritual,
intellectual and denomina-
tional—comes alive. In the
midst of all this, God sends
the Holy Spirit to be the
teacher who causes men to
sit up and learn; and sud-
denly the life of Jesus
begins to come forth from
the body of Christ and His
life is manifested upon the
earth in a new and living
way. All of the needs of
humanity begin to be met
as humans see that Christ
lives in them. God elects
that this move of Christ
alive should go to the ends
of the earth, still without
any man touching it; and,
just as it was with the Mary
body, Joseph is not used in
any supernatural way.

A new move of God we
call the Christ-life message
has begun to encompass
the earth; and a pure
Christ has begun to come
forth. Little people,
insignificant people, unim-
portant people, common
people just like Mary, just
like that hundred and
twenty in the Upper Room,
have begun to bring forth
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the Son. Always, every
move of God goes in cycles.
For God to accomplish a
greater thing, He must
move from a lesser thing.

Do you see the picture?
God is doing it the way He
has always done it. He
never really does anything
new. He has already writ-
ten His plan for eternity.
Everything we need is
firmly fixed in His eternal
plan. True works of grace
will always be produced by
the same God. Nothing is
in vain; no story is in vain,
no truth in vain. All things
are working together faith-
fully in the plan of God.
And so, the Lord is raising
up the body of Christ,
bringing forth the Son in
this day. The great burden
grips our hearts that we
might preach this Jesus as
we never have before and
enlighten humanity as to
what God is doing.

The Joseph Ministry

Did you ever wonder
why dJesus stayed thirty
years in Nazareth? At the
age of twelve, He was
growing in stature physi-
cally, mentally, spiritually
and socially. Why did God
keep Him there for that
training for such a long
period of time? Before the
Savior actually came forth
to die and save the world
from sin, the Father had
seen to it that He had
entered strict training.
Those are the years the
Father used for the train-
ing of a Son.

Now we come to the all-
important point that is
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necessary to Christianity,
which opens up the factor
of Joseph’s position. He
wasn’t a relation by birth;
he wasn’t an important
factor supernaturally. He
was strategically impor-
tant in providing for rais-
ing and supporting the
Son. And that brings us to
the very important place
all believers hold in the
plan of God.

Not all will sing or
preach or do great visible
things in their Christ-serv-
ice, but each one can carry
the gospel in some way. It
is at this point that Joseph
begins to minister to the
body. He is an intricate
part of God’s plan. The
Joseph ministry is to take
care of the body of Christ,
the Mary body. He does the
work necessary by provid-
ing the natural needs. He
pays the bills, provides the
house (the meeting place).
He takes charge of all the
natural needs of the house-
hold of God, even as Joseph
provided for Mary and
Jesus as a good husband
and step-father.

Today, multitudes still
do not know dJesus; and
they will not know Jesus
without the body ministry
of Joseph. He is necessary,
you see. The people who
meet in hotel rooms, living
rooms, restaurants, or
wherever, without the true
ministry of Joseph, must
begin to consider this
truth. Now we must inten-
sify the move of God for
the sake of those who have
never heard. We must set-
tle the question of what we

will do with this great min-
istry and message of God in
Christ. I feel like a voice
crying out in the wilder-
ness, for I've always so
strongly believed that in
the ministry of any group
of believers, regardless of
where or how they meet,
there should be no problem
with the meeting or the
meeting place because
there are those placed in
the body to see that all goes
well. The local church is
where two or three gather
together in His name.

We must get it instilled
in us that a move of God is
no stronger than your
desires to provide a chan-
nel to reach those who
have never heard. Seeing
what Christ is to this body
of believers, the Christ-life
believers, there should
never be a hesitancy to ful-
fill God’s purpose for our
lives. Your children must
be involved, your teenagers
must be involved, and
every hour of your day and
life should be planned,
prayerfully, as to how you
will release the Christ that
is in your body. That is
where Joseph comes in.

Behold the Lamb

The great ministry that
God has given to the body
of Christ this day is to
bring forth a Savior. This
great body is to make
known to all men that a
Savior has come. I believe
that the Christ-life min-
istry can be likened to the
ministry of John the
Baptist. Just as God had a
man to proclaim the first
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JESUS IS THE GIFTED
ONE. | HAVE HIM IN
ME. GOD DOESN’T
GIVE ME GIFTS; HE
GIVES ME JESUS.

coming of Jesus, God now
has a body to proclaim the
coming of Jesus for the
Church. Just as John the
Baptist was trained by the
Holy Spirit, so is the body
of Christ trained today. It
must be trained to bring
forth the message of Jesus.

John’s message was
simply, “Behold the Lamb
of God which taketh away
the sin of the world” (John
1:29). We must skim off
and we must cut down, we
must pare everything that
hinders us from having a
true message in these clos-
ing moments of time. I
don’t believe the world
needs any other message in
these last moments of time
except that Christ’s life in
human beings is their only
hope of glory. In Christ is
our healing; in Christ is
our food; in Christ is our
restoration and salvation;
in Christ is our new
nature; our everything is
in Christ. That’s God’s per-
spective. We have that
message now, and that is
the message we should be
preaching and declaring to
all men everywhere.

The Simplicity of Mary

It isn’t all the little
details of what we believe
that will get the true gospel
out. We have seen so many
beautiful things in the
Mary body. It isn’t her
great wisdom, her great
social status or her pres-
tige that is important. It is
her simplicity. We’ve seen
that in the Christ-life
Fellowship. You can get
together four or five
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Christ-life believers in a
living room and have as
great a meeting as if five
thousand were there,
because now, it’s a Christ-
simplicity. It’s a different
move of God, you see. It
has its own personality,
and that’s why it is beauti-
ful. We do not worship
Mary anymore than we
worship this body of believ-
ers. Jesus is the gifted one.
I have Him in me. God
doesn’t give me gifts; He
gives me Jesus. The Holy
Spirit brings forth Jesus
out of me, and the gifts are
His ministries. We never
had anything important
before the Christ-life.

In the Mary simplicity,
the Holy Spirit is now
bringing forth the Son in
places we never dreamed
before, and that is the
beauty of it. Who would
ever have thought that
Judea would have been the
birth place of a king, or
Bethlehem, that most des-
picable of all cities? Who

would have  thought
Nazareth would have been
the hometown of the

Savior. Most of all, who
would have thought that
Mary would have anything
to do with such a great
ministry. That’s what we
are seeing today in the
body ministry. I'm seeing,
in very unimportant places
and among very unimpor-
tant people, as far as the
world is concerned, a
mighty move of God’s
Spirit. God is bringing
forth the Son where He
wants Him. No man has
ever been able to touch or

have anything to do with
the true body ministry of
the Father. Once the Spirit
begins to bring forth the
Son, it’s not a man’s teach-
ing ministry, not a healer,
not a great preacher, but
only Christ. God used no
man when Christ was
birthed. It must always
come through the simplici-
ty of a Mary body.

The Father’s Mission

There were several indi-
vidual groups who knew the
Son was coming forth two
thousand years ago. There
was Mary, as well as
Zacharias and Elizabeth;
there were angels, wise men,
shepherds, all who knew
this event was taking place.
The Father didn’t send any
man through the country to
say, Now everyone of you
wake up; there is going to be
a Savior born down in
Bethlehem and we are going
to have a great commemora-
tion day. No, God never used
any man. He always did it
Himself because, you see,
the birthing of sons is finally
the mission of the Father.
And, since He doesn’t tell us
who they are and where
they are, He brings forth the
Son in us everywhere we go.

Do you see the picture?
We’re coming into a new
faith, His faith. We’re com-
ing into a greater hour
where men have not
heretofore taken spiritual
responsibility. God is mov-
ing in the world, in believ-
er’s lives, awakening an
urgency in our spirits to
bring about His intention.
(CONTINUED ON P. 28)
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EALTHY RELATIONSHIPS

PART 3: CULTIVATING CONNECTION WITH OTHERS

By Alice Scott-Ferguson

I remember when I lived
in Scotland, looking out
over the wild waters of the
North Sea and asking the
Lord to help me see people
the way He saw them. His
voice eclipsed the crashing
waves as He replied, “Then
you must love them the
way I love them.” Well,
that was back in the days
of trying to be like Jesus
and such a pronouncement
seemed impossible. It was,
and I failed. If there was
only one good reason to
realize that Christ is our
Life, this would be it: to
enable us to tap into His
power to love in order to
have healthy relationships
with the people who popu-
late our worlds.

As we look at the last in
this series on relationships,
we will examine and extract
effective ways to relate and
connect to the people in our
lives using the elements of
love, truth and acceptance
as we did in the two previ-
ous articles that discussed
the Father’s connection
with us and making peace
with ourselves. This short
article cannot look in depth
at significant relationships
such as marriage, but sim-
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ply serves as a framework
on which to fashion harmo-
ny, wholeness and freedom
in connections that are
often fractured and failing,
that are complex, compli-
cated and can drive us
crazy. But, this is why we
are left on earth—to learn
to live out Christ in the cru-
cible of life.

Letting Love Rule

Exercising even extreme
natural love will never
make it when the going gets
tough. Only the uncondi-
tional love of God—that
now resides in us—is ade-
quate to meet the demands
and the vagaries of every
association.

Love is usually the first
casualty when we disagree
with one another, especially
in the family of faith. While
we are entitled to select
preferences of assembly,
worship and liturgy, we are
not free to become critical,
self-righteous and alienat-
ed—not if we value love as
the sole medium of
exchange in the Father’s
family. I have just complet-
ed a book with a co-author
whose views are diametri-
cally opposed to mine. The

whole point of the endeavor
was to show that love and
unity are more important
than whatever strong opin-
ions we espouse—in this
case gender roles. My
friend’s face was not the
focus of my attention as I
formulated my response to
her outrageous opinions!
While refuting her argu-
ments, I still loved and
respected her and it proved
a unique and wonderful
opportunity to let love rule.
Though our opinions were
even stronger and more
established at the end—our

friendship was  more
cemented as well.
Natural affection appears

to be evaporating from
familial affiliations. We are
aware of increasing reports
of abuse, neglect and aban-
donment at every level—
parents betraying the chil-
dren they were meant to
protect, and children in
turn spurning parental
standards and neglecting
them at the close of their
days. However, because we
know that the knowledge of
both good and evil inflicts
causalities, the other end of
the spectrum is equally
unacceptable. What looks
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USING THE LOVE
CHAPTER MODEL, WE
CAN TEST TO SEE IF
WHAT WE ARE OPER-
ATING IN IS OUR OWN
FLAWED AND FEEBLE
LOVE OR GOD’S PER-
FECT AND POWERFUL
KIND.

like the enviable alternative
to the many faces of evil—
affection, involvement and
attachment—when these
suffocate and control, they
are as devoid of agape love
as overt abuse.

The working model of
God’s love is described in
the familiar thirteenth
chapter of first Corinthians
where the hallmarks of the
love-life are patience, kind-
ness and longsuffering.
The opposite of this is what
is sometimes referred to as
toxic love—that which pol-
lutes, poisons and impris-
ons rather than sets free.
Malcolm Smith describes
this in his little book entitled
Toxic Love, “Counterfeit
love can be very impatient
and even unkind to the
person who does not
respond to its manipula-
tions; it shows itself as jeal-
ousy if it perceives that
another is capturing the
praise it seeks. Above all, it
seeks its own...remember-
ing, sometimes for years,
the wrongs done against
it.” We can all relate to
adopting some of those
attitudes some of the time.

Using the love chapter
model, we can test to see if
what we are operating in is
our own flawed and feeble
love or God’s perfect and
powerful kind. For exam-
ple, if our happiness and
emotional meter is directly
influenced by the kind of
response we illicit from the
object of our affection,
then we know that it is
human love at work: if our
mood and day are ruined
because of how someone
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does or does not respond to
us, then we can label it
toxic. It could be co-
dependency. I heard an apt
definition of this condi-
tion: when a co-dependent
is on their deathbed, it is
not their own life that
passes before them, but
the life of the one with
whom they are unhealthily
entangled.

However, while over-
involvement is not healthy,
neither is withdrawal from
significant  connections.
When we have been wound-
ed in relationships and are
both weary and wary of
close encounters, with-
drawing is the welcomed
line of least resistance. It
feels like a safety zone, but
in truth it is a shell of self-
ishness molded by fear. The
exit route from this suffo-
cating cocoon is signpost-
ed—Ilove, love and yet more
love. So, in His strength we
sally forth into the fray of
human affairs once more,
although they are always
fraught with the possibility
of hurt and failure. But the
love of the Father knows no
giving up, hoping and
believing all things.

Nor does He leave any-
one out. The lepers, the
untouchables who were
banished in their communi-
ties in biblical times, are
still among us. They no
longer look like lepers from
the outside yet they are
often shunned and avoided
because of our perception of
their lifestyles and the
blemishes they bring to our
gatherings. The divorced,
the addicted and the homo-

sexuals are among those
who comprise our modern
day misunderstood and
marginalized elements of
society. A dear friend who
suffers an addiction wrote
this to me recently. “I truly
feel like a modern day leper.
Nobody reaches out to me;
and if I did not make the
first move, I would be total-
ly alone.” This ought not to
be. The perfect love flowing
out of us will never discrim-
inate among our dinner
guests. That is the truth of
the matter and love is
always twinned with truth.

Telling the Truth

When we tell the truth,
we risk being misunder-
stood and acquiring a new
foe. But remember, the
wounds of a friend are bet-
ter than the kisses of an
enemy (Prov. 27:6). We are
all familiar with Paul’s
exhortation to speak the
truth in love in order that
we may all grow up into
Christ (Eph. 4:25). If there
is one thing harder than
telling the truth, it has to
be finding the right time to
speak straight. I heard a
disturbing account from a
friend who was taken to
task by a group—not one
on one as is the biblical
principle—for behaviors
they deemed destructive.
What could have been an
act of caring was lost on a
widow of but a few months
whose broken heart could
not handle another per-
ceived onslaught of rejec-
tion. Both the telling and
the timing have everything
to do with love.
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Because I am pretty
impulsive and have been
known to walk in where
angels fear to tread, I am
slowly learning to go only
when I get the Father’s
green light. My plea to safe-
guard me from blundering
is, “Lord, make them ready
to hear what I am ready to
say.” A close cousin to tim-
ing is motivation. We only
have the right and privilege
to speak into someone’s life
if we have their trust and
their best interests in mind.
When we pause to examine
the why of what we are
about to say, we have time
to assess whether the rea-
son is to satisfy our needs,
showcase our own self-
righteousness or out of gen-

uine concern for our
friend’s welfare. We can be
powerful agents for

redemptive change in a per-
son’s life if we first examine
the log in our own eye and
acknowledge our own falli-
bility and proclivity to fail-
ure. Then, the likelihood of
being heard and being
healed is much higher.

I highly recommend the
reading of Dr. Henry Cloud
and Dr. John Townsend’s
book, Boundaries Face to
Face if you have a difficult
situation into which you
must speak truth. In the
case where we may have
been seriously offended
and must address the
breach of a relationship,
they write this. “There is
something very powerful
about the one who was
hurt being the one who
wants to help. It is this
humble approach that
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Jesus brought to the world.
Our taking this same
approach has a powerful
melting effect on the
offender. It is humbling in
the best of ways, because
we submit to love, not to
our tendency to get even.”

Finding balance in our
interactions is the task of a
lifetime. Sometimes we are
strident and accusatory
because we are too lazy and
self-centered to formulate a
plan of engagement and we
opt for blurting out truth
sans love or, because we are
both lazy and loveless, we
adopt the ostrich posture
and put our head in the
sand—in classic denial of
the aching need for the
light of truth to stream into
the world of our darkened
relationships. Truth is an
indispensable component in
nurturing healthy connect-
edness to others.

Honoring Sacred
Spaces

Despite our most valiant
efforts at loving uncondi-
tionally or telling the truth
in a timely and tireless
manner in order to improve
our relationships, some of
our connections may con-
tinue to be cold, strained
and disappointing. Now is
the opportunity to relin-
quish all our sadness and
disappointments to our
God—a place of repose that
trusts the Father of the
family to complete the work
that He has begun in each
one of His beloved children.
And He will.

If we feel that our love
has been spurned, it is help-

ful to reflect that not every-
one has the same capacity
either to give or receive
overt demonstrations of
affection. This has proven
most freeing for someone
like me who has no trouble
demonstrating affection.
But, if we have taken up
cudgels on behalf of anoth-
er and are feeling unappre-
ciated for our interference,
then the greatest gift we get
from this “no-no” is—never
again! Recognizing the
sanctity of each individual
to deal with their own rela-
tionships is the greatest
gesture of respect that we
can bestow on another.
Honoring the sacred space
of another’s soul is the ulti-
mate act of acceptance
because we recognize the
Life that dwells there: we
respect this space as invio-
late because it is the womb
of God’s wondrous work-
ings—the place of intimacy
that He alone, the ultimate
lover, has a right to live and
work.

Hear this wonderful
scriptural injunction as we
assess how to let go and
accept others: “You all
have a single Teacher, and
you are all classmates.
Don’t set people up as
experts over your life, let-
ting them tell you what to
do. Save that authority for
God; let him tell you what
to do. And don’t let people
maneuver you into taking
charge of them. There is
only one life-leader for you
and them—Christ (Matt.
23:4-10, The Message).
When we remember that

(CONTINUED ON P. 27)
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AND THE TIMING
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In Philippians 3:17-19,
Paul very bluntly and
forcibly says that anyone
who does not follow him as
he follows Christ is an
enemy of the Cross. It is
obvious to me those he is
talking about are profess-
ing believers who have not
accepted the Cross as their
only way of salvation. Even
to this day, there are many
professing Christians who
have not followed Paul in
making the Cross of Christ
the center of God’s plan of
salvation. It seems the
longer Christianity contin-
ues, less and less the
miraculous way that God
intended to save humanity
by Christ’s death on the
cross is preached.

Some religions have
substituted water baptism,
church membership, good
works and many other
things as necessities for
salvation. We forget the
importance of timing when
the Father saw that
humanity had made such a
mess out of their lives on
earth that He said, It is
time to put into action my
| final plan (1  Peter
1:20-23). T'll take my Son
and offer Him as my sacri-
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fice to save this pitifull peo-
ple. With His death I'll kill
out their old way of doing
things (Gal. 2:20; Rom.
6:6), and His death will be
their death. His new resur-
rection life will be their
life, and finally, my home
will be their home. It was
clearly established when
God killed His Son that the
death of His Son would be
the only way of salvation.
It was further carried out
by the Apostle Paul when
he said he was determined
to know nothing save
Christ and Him crucified (1
Cor. 2:2). God’s plan was
clearly established, but
many became enemies of
the Cross, because they did
not like it.

Paul states again the
fact, if anyone preaches
any way to salvation other
than that which I preach,
let him be cursed (Gal.
1:8-9). A curse was put
upon ministries that did
not preach what Paul
preached. Paul considered
these enemies of the Cross.
This is one of the greatest
problems in Christianity
today, for many that are
preaching bear the
reproach of Paul’s curse

and the fruit of this has
denied believers the in-
Christ message.

Then again, Paul says in
1 Corinthians 6:20 that
humanity was bought with
a price, the price was the
shed blood of Christ. Now,
if anyone thinks that they
can work for what is
already dearly paid for, let
them be cursed. If any
think that paying money
(tithes), or doing good
works, or putting forth any
good effort on their own
will in any way influence
God to giving them salva-
tion or blessings, let them
be accursed. These are ene-
mies of the Cross.

Paul is not finished yet.
He says if any man preach
any other gospel than that
which he preached, let
them be cursed. This is
Paul saying that anyone
that changes the Scriptures
in any area having to do
with Christ’s death on the
Cross, or having to do with
changing any part of the in-
Christ message, is cursed.
New translations are avail-
able today, and many of
them make crucial changes
in the final gospel Christ
gave to Paul. The enemies
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of the Cross will always be
with us; but every believer,
filled with the Holy Spirit,
will always have the Cross
and it’s attributes, like
Christ living in believers, in
clear focus.

There are some things in
the gospel of grace that can-
not be changed and it
remain the gospel Christ
gave to Paul. These things
constitute the final gospel
that without which there
cannot be an effective work
wrought by Christ at the
Cross. There are probably
hundreds of truths that
could be listed, but I will list
just a few to give you an
understanding of how the
enemies of the Cross work.

1) The enemies change
what the Cross is all about.
They say the death of
Christ, His crucifixion, is
to be only figurative, for
there is no reality that it
can mean anything to an
enlightened person. Often
they go on to say that His
death was caused by some-
thing he did against socie-
ty, and if he had obeyed the
law he would not have
died. The closest they get
to the Cross is the one on
the steeple or the one
around their neck.

2) The enemies have no
concept of the human
being dying in Christ at the
Cross. Scriptural areas
such as Romans 6 are com-
plete fantasy to them. This
idea that our old man was
crucified with Christ would
utterly destroy their con-
cept of the kingdom mes-
sage. Their religion teaches
a man how to live a reli-
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gious life, especially by
being under the control of
some religious hierarchy.
They think that if Christ’s
death was also the death of
the sinner, then they would
have no legal right to be
over them. They do not
accept sin as a problem, it
is merely a short-coming in
human life and can be cor-
rected by sound judgment.

3) The enemies hate the
very idea that the blood of
Jesus Christ cleanses
believing sinners of all
their sins (1 John 1:9). In
fact, they criticize basic
Christianity as a bloody
religion. They long ago
detached themselves from
such songs as the “Old
Rugged Cross” and
“Nothing But the Blood of
Jesus.” They want the sin-
ner to remain a sinner so
that their doctrines can be
enforced to make believers
one of their own followers
not involved with the fan-
tasy of the Cross. In 1 John
chapters 1-5, John says at
least three times that a
blood washed believer can-
not commit sin and will not
commit sin. This is a
strange gospel to the king-
dom preachers.

4) The enemies of the
Cross hate such terms as
the birthing and adoption.
In the first place, they do
not understand the differ-
ence between the two
terms. Birthing means God
the Father has rebirthed a
human being in spirit.
They are new creations, in
Christ. Adoption means
that they are brought into
the family of God with a

full inheritance, a total
standing as an offspring,
coming behind in no provi-
sion between the Father
and his child.

5) The enemies of the
Cross hate Grace. Grace is
even a bad word to them.
The kingdom message,
preached by over 90% of
Christian preachers, is a
message based on the Old
Testament and Moses’ Law
as dJesus of Nazareth
taught it. It is simply a
message that says a human
must do something to save
himself, and their
Crossless message will help
them. Paul alone places the
emphasis of the Cross
where God put it, to the
dismay of its enemies.

One of my favorite
truths in God’s plan is
explained in the term I use
called The Whole Bucket of
Grace. The enemies of the
Cross are quick to turn me
off when they hear I am a
Grace preacher. Sadly, law
religion has stopped lis-
tening to anyone that
might have a Scriptural
truth concerning the
Grace of God. Maybe it is
because Grace is of God
and religion cannot in any
form or fashion duplicate
or produce it by law, legal-
ism or programming.
Grace is God’s love poured
out upon believing sinners
in an immeasurable
amount. Law believers
hate grace because it takes
away all of the efforts on
the part of the preacher to
get people saved. |
Preachers have their own
religious ideas and works




THIS GRACE OF
GOD’S FITS EVERY
NEED, EVERY WANT
AND EVERYTHING
GOD WANTS THE
BELIEVER TO HAVE.

that a sinner must do to fit
the message the preacher
preaches. Religion likes to
parcel out God’s blessings
and gifts so that it might
continue to control the
new believer. It is a self-
effort on the part of min-
istries to make sure that
all of the rules and regula-
tions of that religion are
carefully followed. Thus,
the new believer is over-
whelmed by how much
they need to learn to be
one of the group. Lost in
this is the blessing and
glory of the new relation-
ship with Christ and, most
of all, lost is the fact that
the once sinner is actually
now in Christ and Christ
is in him.

It is not unusual that a
new convert will spend
much of the rest his life in
religion and never find out
what happened to him the
moment Christ came into
his life. He may live and die
in some religious group and
never know that God, the
Father, because of Christ’s

work at the Cross, was able
to pour out the whole buck-
et of God’s Grace on him
the moment he accepted
Christ as his Savior. It is a
fact that God could with-
hold nothing from the
believing sinner because
the sinner’s salvation is not
based on what the sinner
does or does not do at the
moment of believing. His
salvation is based on
Christ’s death and the
Father’s immeasurable
Grace. In the bucket of
Grace, there is nothing
lacking for the believer’s
journey to the Father’s
house. The believer is com-
pleted in Christ (Col. 2:10).
There is no trial, circum-
stance or situation in life
that is not already covered
by God’s Grace. This Grace
of God’s fits every need,
every want and everything
God wants the believer to
have. God’s Grace is so suf-
ficient that Paul could say
it did not matter whether
he lived or died; in fact, he
could say he would rather

be with the Lord than to be
on earth (Phil. 1:21; Rom.
14:8). How else could God
deal with humanity if it all
is based on the finished
work of the Cross of
Calvary. Sadly, this gospel
is not preached by most
ministers today. Secularism
has invaded religion,
demanding that the sinner
do certain things to be
saved. Because of this, a
whole different system has
been created, putting the
sinner and what he has
done and is doing in the
center of salvation. This is
a Christless religion and
has caused the majority of
believers to live and die
without ever coming to a
revelation that Christ is
their life and has lived in
them since the moment
they accepted Him as their
Savior. The enemies of the
Cross have changed the
modern message from what
God has done through
Jesus Christ, to what man
does within himself to
improve himself. ¥

Give a gift they will always treasure.

Rivers of Living Water

Daily Devotions and Commentaries

A Compllatlon of Christ-hie Truths as Taught by Warren Litzman
Day by day, throughout the year, a new truth
will guide your loved one into a new relation-
# ship with Christ. The ideal Christmas Gift!

| Stock up now.

By Beryl Woledge
Christmas Special 2 for $28
Effective Oct. 1-Dec. 31, 2005

Order at www.christ-life.org or use order form on page 31.
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THE Two NATURES OF MAN

By Pat Upton

So many things that
people do today are con-
tributed to mankind’s
human nature; something
that is totally non-existent.
Nowhere in the Bible is
human nature ever men-
tioned. The Word speaks of
a sin-nature and a God-
nature or divine nature,
but never does it speak of a
human nature.

How do we get these
natures and what is the out-
come from these natures?
What kind of fruit does each
of these natures bear?

Both natures are the
result of a birthing. In her
daily devotional book,
Rivers of Living Water (p.

351, Oct 14), Beryl
Woledge states it very suc-
cinctly, “It is not the

actions of a sinner that
makes him that; he was
birthed a sinner. Likewise
it is never the actions of a
believer that make him a
Christian, but it is his
birthing by God.”

How easily we grasp the
concept that we are born
into sin, we are born sin-
ners. But when it comes to
the matter of our nature,
we get off track. This is
where the idea of a human
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nature comes in. Those
who believe in human
nature are believing a lie of
Satan’s. If he can get
human beings to believe in
human nature instead of
his sin-nature, then he can
even more easily deceive
believers about the divine
nature that indwells them
when they are re-birthed.

I must reiterate. There
are only two natures: a sin
nature that comes directly
from Satan, our father from
our first birthing, and a
divine, Godly nature that
comes directly from our
heavenly Father when we
are re-born. Many in reli-
gion continue to erroneous-
ly teach that believers con-
tinue to have a sin nature
after they are saved. No,
when a believer is saved the
sin-nature goes out by
Christ’s work at the Cross,
and what is left is an old,
unrenewed mind that is not
saved and is erroneously
thought to be the old sin-
nature. It is our birthing
that dictates who our father
is and the nature we have.
It is not what we do that
dictates our nature, but
rather it is our nature that
dictates what we do.

When our first birthing
takes place, it automatical-
ly comes with a sin-nature.
This sin-nature dates back
to Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden. God creat-
ed Adam complete except
for one thing—He did not
create Adam with a nature
already installed. God left
it up to Adam to choose the
nature he would live by
and the fruit it would bear.
As we now know, Adam
chose the wrong nature. In
choosing the wrong nature
Satan became his spiritual
father. Because of that
choice, because Adam
chose the wrong nature,
sin entered into the world
and has ruled it ever since.
We cannot escape the fact
that our first birthing
comes complete with a sin-
nature, for all are con-
ceived in sin.

Ephesians 2:3 says,
Among whom also we had
our conversation in times
past in the lusts of our
flesh, fulfilling the desires
of the flesh and of the
mind; and were by nature
the children of wrath, even
as others. Paul is talking
about our first birthing
here, that we are, by

19



WHEN WE BELIEVE,
THEN THE DOOR IS
OPENED FOR GOD TO
PLACE HIS SEED,
HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN
SON, IN US AND THE
NEW BIRTHING IS
COMPLETE.

nature, the children of
wrath, from that birthing.
Satan was full of wrath; he
was furious when he was
put out of heaven and he
has passed that anger and
hatred on to us. He has
passed his sin-nature onto
us by way of our first
birthing and Adam’s
choosing the wrong nature.
Satan is our spiritual
father, and will and must
remain so until we are
born again. Because of
this, we operate from a
position of an unrenewed
mind and lust after the
desires of the flesh. These
things are very apparent in
our lives; they are the fruit
of the sin-nature from
which we operate. These
fruits are listed in
Galatians 5. They are adul-
tery, fornication, unclean-
ness, lasciviousness, idola-
try, witchcraft, hatred,
variance, emulations,
wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies, envyings, mur-
ders, drunkenness, revel-
lings and such like. What a
list! As we look around us
in the world today we can
see all of these things run-
ning rampant. As we
approach the time for
Christ’s return, as his com-
ing draws nearer, Satan
becomes more and more
bold seeking to destroy and
devour as many as possible
before Christ’s second
coming.

“For when we were in the
flesh, the motions of sins,
which were by the law, did
work in our members to
bring forth fruit wunto
death” (Rom. 7:5).
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When we are in the
flesh, when we are operat-
ing from a sin-nature, the
only fruit we can bear
brings death, death that is
of a spiritual nature, death
that separates us from God
throughout eternity.

This verse also says “the
motions of sins, which were
by the law.” Does that then
mean the law is sinful? No, a
thousand times no! The law
is the means by which our
sins become apparent. The
law says do not do that
because it is sin. But because
we operate from a sin-
nature, we continually do
what the law says not to do.

For this to change there
must be an exchange—a
divine nature for a sin-
nature; a new life for an
old life; a new Father in
place of the old father.
There is only one way for
this exchange to take place.
As Jesus told Nicodemus,
“Ye must be born again to
enter into the things of
heaven.” A thing so simple,
but man tries to make it so
difficult. How do we
become born again? It is so
simple and yet so many
miss it. So many try to add
something to do, some type
of works to bring about the
new birthing. The Word of
God tells us to simply
“believe on Him whom I
have sent.” Can this be so?
Yes, yes, yes! God said,
“Believe on Him whom I
have sent.” Period! When
we believe, then the door is
opened for God to place His
seed, His only begotten
Son, in us and the new
birthing is complete. At

that instant, the exchange
has occurred—a divine
nature in the place of a sin-
nature, a new life for an old
life, a new Father for an old
father. At that instant in
time, “Old things are
passed away, behold all
things are become new” (2
Cor 5:17). What an awe-
some thing! In the twin-
kling of an eye, we have
become new creatures in
Christ, a new creation,
nothing of the old remains.
The problem is most born-
again believers never come
to the knowledge of their
born-again status. They
never come to know that
they are to operate from
the divine nature within,
but instead they continue
to do good works thereby
nullifying everything that
took place at Calvary.

We have believed on him
whom God has sent. Now
what? We begin operating
from our new position in
Christ. We begin operating
from the Christ-nature in
us. Just as we naturally,
without any effort on our
part, operated from our old
sin-nature, so we are to
operate naturally and with-
out any effort on our part
from our new divine
nature. It is now our
nature to show forth the
fruit of the Spirit which is
the nature and personality
of the indwelling Christ.
The fruit of the Spirit is
listed in Galatians 5:22-23,

“But the fruit of the Spirit
is love, joy, peace, longsuf-
fering, gentleness, good-
ness, faith, meekness, tem-

(CONTINUED ON P. 28)

LIFE IN THE SON



WHAT Is NECESSARY FOR
OUuUR ETERNAL SALVATION?

PArRT 1

By Richard . Cassidy

Taken from Christ-life 200 Ridgecrest Gamp Meeting

I cannot remember for
the life of me where I first
heard this proverb-like
saying, but I think it
appropriate to insert it at
the beginning of what I
believe is the main thought
behind Warren’s desire to
cause us to understand
that the world is a school-
house in which we learn to
attain knowledge that is
appropriate as a Christian.
The proverb is: The ink
from the pen of a scholar is
better than the blood of a
martyr. I believe this is say-
ing that knowledge ought
to be preferable over igno-
rance. If it is required of us
to die for something, then
it is important that we
know what it is we are to
die for. Far too many
Christians will live and die
never knowing that Christ
lives in them. Throughout
their life, they will wonder
what the will of God is for
their life, and they will die
never knowing the answer
to their inquiry.

Whenever we claim any-
thing that is distinctively
Christian, we have to do so
in the context of our per-
sonal relationship and
experience with Christ
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Jesus. The Christian gospel
is the good news proclama-
tion of an event, that is The
Event of Jesus Christ on
Earth. What gets Christians
into trouble with all other
religious systems is the
view of reality that Jesus is
the final and eternal way to
God. Whatever was before
Jesus has been superceded
by His event, and nothing
else is forthcoming to
supercede His event—dJesus
is final!

Jesus Christ is the pure
revelation of God and the
revelation of true humani-
ty. Clearly a paradoxical
tension, absurd to many
thinkers, is that of the
humanity of Jesus and the
divinity of Jesus co-exist-
ing, which is the essence
and the absolute bottom
line of the gospel proclama-
tion. No one in the New
Testament stood on the fir-
ing line in prominence and
preeminence and staunchly
declared and defended such
a gospel proclamation as
did the Apostle Paul. He
knew what he was talking
about every time he spoke
and in every thing he
wrote. By his own testimo-
ny, he came by this knowl-

edge through spiritual rev-
elation—thoughts that had
never been in the mind of
man, including his own
mind. This challenged the
minds of others to the
extent that Paul came to
realize early on that his life
was on that firing line, put
there by the very one who
was revealed to him and in
him. Literally, within days
of his conversion there
were those in Damascus
who were determined to
eliminate him and his
gospel. The enemies of the
Cross, however, were
delayed in their Kkilling
plans for more than thirty-
years, albeit they hounded
his every step.

Paul knew his gospel
message touched raw
nerves in the minds of
many Jewish leaders, just
as he himself was once out-
raged at the mention of the
name of Jesus. Paul knew
he would never be free of
their treacherous schemes
to kill him, and he became
all the more tenacious in
his determination to teach
Christ. Armed with this
gospel and the assurance of
Christ that nothing and no
one would be able to take
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his life until the work was
completed, Paul began and
completed what no man
had done before or since.
But that’s another story.

Paul’s letter to the
Colossian saints is not very
well known among
Christians, especially
among preachers. That is a
pure mystery to me, for in
all of Paul’s writings, espe-
cially Galatians, Ephesians
and Philippians, we are
unable to find a more elo-
quent treatment of the
supremacy and deity of
Christ than is found here
in these brief pages of
Colossians. I hope that all
of us will gain a greater
appreciation of the knowl-
edge of Paul’s thoughts as
we search the treasure-
house of this epistle and
share the continuing grace
and love of Christ.

All Paul had to say in
this letter concerning
Christ was truly in refuta-
tion of what was being
taught by false teachers
and accepted by the saints
in Colossae. This teaching
had become widely known,
not understood as it should
have been, as the Colossian
Heresy of the Gnostics.

The Gnostic teachers,
also known as the false
teachers, were those who
discounted the full deity of
Christ as God in the flesh.
They could not accept the
full humanity of Jesus
because they could not
accept the possibility that
anything material, earthly
or human could be an
expression of, or could be
filled with the divine. The
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false teachers were suc-
cessfully deceiving the
Colossians with persuasive
words, as Paul would
declare in chapter two.
These heretics were also
demeaning Christ, propos-
ing rather a substitute phi-
losophy for the Gospel of

Grace that Paul had
preached.
The Colossians had

received this gospel mes-
sage through the teaching
of Epaphras, a young
Greek convert in Christ
who had heard Paul speak
to the saints in Galatia
some years before.
Epaphras, by the way, is
most likely the one who
left Colossae in search of
Paul, who was at this time
imprisoned in Rome for
nearly two years, and
revealed to Paul the trou-
blesome teachings that had
infiltrated the church. I’ll
speak more about that
meeting a bit later.

So, Paul rises in elo-
quence, in a sweeping
crescendo, as he tells the
Colossians about the all-
sufficient Christ, of which
they had heard before but
had fallen victim to anoth-
er gospel. He uses dramat-
ic, impelling, somewhat
philosophical language to
present the case for the
irreplaceable centrality of
the all-sufficient Christ.
Listen to his words as you
read Colossians 1:15-17:

“Who is the image of the

invisible God, the first-
born of every creature: for
by Him were all things
created, that are in heav-
en, and that are in earth,

visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones,
or dominions, or princi-
palities, or powers: all
things were created by
Him, and for Him: and
He is before all things,
and by Him all things
consist.”

I readily admit that this
is a difficult passage, but it
is crucially important that
we come to understand it,
to know what Paul knows
and to fix our minds on
what he is teaching us.
Paul was not writing in a
vacuum but was addressing
a very specific situation in
Colossae. A tendency of
thought promoted by the
Gnostic false teachers was
all but in full bloom among
the Colossian saints by the
time Paul became aware of
what was going on. The
false teachers were turning
the gospel of Christ’s Grace
into a philosophy aligned
with the heresy of
Gnosticism and with other
philosophies of eastern reli-
gions and secular thinkers.
Those who were promoting
such teachings were the
intellectuals who were dis-
satisfied with what they
considered the rude sim-
plicity of the Christian
gospel. There had to be
more to salvation and eter-
nal life than that which was
to be found in Christ Jesus.
And so they began with one
basic assumption—that
matter is altogether evil
and spirit is altogether
good; further, that matter
has always existed, and out
of evil matter the world
was created, thus the world
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and all of its material
expression is evil. God was
an ultimate spirit and far
away from the -created
world. God could not touch
or be touched by anything
created materially because
God could not be touched
by evil and all things mate-
rial were evil.

That philosophy has not
been totally lost in antiqui-
ty, for it is still with us in
our day, albeit manifested
in various corrupted theo-
logical suppositions and
syncretistic religious sys-
tems, birthed out of the
clever and contriving
minds of those men and
women who would gain an
audience and a following at
whatever the cost to those
sainted souls who are in
Christ. Epaphras, no
doubt, had to think of him-
self as an utter failure
because of his inability to
withstand the false teach-
ers and to prevent his peo-
ple from moving away from
the gospel he had learned
at the feet of the great
apostle when Paul had
traveled through Galatia
some years before. How
could he tell Paul about his
grossly inadequate effec-
tiveness at home in
Colossae? What would Paul
say to this young teacher of
the Gospel of Grace? How
would Epaphras withstand
Paul’s disappointment in
him as well as his challeng-
ing criticisms of his failed
works? Although these and
other thoughts bewildered
the young preacher, he
nonetheless set his sights
on Rome and the daunting
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task of finding Paul. The
round-trip journey had to
take months to complete.
Another thought that
had to trouble Epaphras
centered around Paul’s
intolerance of those who
were not steadfast and
sure in the work of the
gospel. Epaphras, no doubt,
had heard of the problems
Paul had with young John
Mark, and later with
Barnabas and how he
would not allow them to
continue on with him. What
would be Paul’s disposition
toward Epaphras? Would
Paul fire him, or would he
embrace him and encour-
age him to continue on?
The answers to those
inquiries we find very early
on in the letter that
Epaphras would take back
with him to Colossae as
Paul writes: “...just as you
learned it from Epaphras,
our beloved fellow bond-
servant, who is a faithful
servant of Christ on our
behalf, and he also
informed us of your love in
the Spirit” (Col. 1:7-8).
There was no doubt in
Paul’s mind when he
received the word, things
were in a colossal mess in
Colossae and his work there
was far from being com-
plete. The facts clearly show
that the mission work in
that region was in jeopardy
of being lost altogether. If it
became necessary for Paul
to reunite those saints who
had come to Christ and
teach them once again the
unsearchable riches found
only in knowing Christ,
then he was prepared to go.

However, Paul had his own
problems as well, for he was
detained in Rome. Until he
gained his freedom, Paul
would make preparations to
confront those teachers of
the false gospel and refute
their folly and foolishness in
light of the truth of his
gospel. Paul’s personal
appearance did not become
necessary, for the young
man Epaphras was there to
hear Paul’s instructions and
return home with letter in
hand. As far as we can know
from both the biblical
record and reliable scholarly
tradition, the problem was
quickly laid to rest in
Colossae.

Are we to assume that
the Gnostic heresy simply
went away and was never a
problem to the Christian
gospel? Not at all
According to ancient his-
torical records, both reli-
gious and secular,
Gnosticism flourished well
into the third century
before it lost its promi-
nence. However, a revival
of its original teachings is
alive and well in our day,
but under another name—
New Age; and it declares
preferential knowledge and
the higher power to a very
select few. What these
Gnostic heretics came to
teach the Colossians saints
is also seen in the modern
New Age philosophy and
can be understood in four
basic expressions:

1. The Creator God is not
the true god, but a distant
emanation (like the rays of
the sun—the rays are not

(CONTINUED ON P. 26)
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WHAT THESE
GNOSTIC HERETICS
CAME TO TEACH THE
COLOSSIANS SAINTS
IS ALSO SEEN IN THE
MODERN NEW AGE
PHILOSOPHY.
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MoDERN PRISON EPISTLE

Dear Mr. Litzman,

I am writing you in
regards to a book someone
gave me that you wrote.
It’s called Paul: The
Apostle of Grace. Around
the same time I was doing
my own study of the New
Testament for the first
time [sic]. I have come to
believe God put your book
in my hands at the exact
perfect time. Here is how I
gained possession of the
book. I was actually look-
ing for a novel to read
when I walked over to a fel-
low prisoner and asked if
he had one I could borrow.
He said he did and led me
over to his living area. He
opened his foot locker and
started pulling out a few
different paperback novels.
Then out came your book
falling to the floor with the
cover up. As soon as I read
the title I forgot all about
the other books this man
was holding and asked only
if T could read this book. It
especially grabbed my
attention because of my
study. I had just finished
Acts and started with
Paul’s Epistle to the
Romans. It was not match-
ing up with what I had just

went over the last couple of
months. I see now I was
commingling the Scriptures
like you talked about in
your book. I read your book
from cover to cover and as
I did I also read Paul’s epis-
tles.

Many of the things you
wrote about the Holy
Spirit had revealed to me
before, but I had nothing
to go on. I've never done
my own in-depth studies of
the Bible or Christianity. I
kept turning to religion
for answers, but what I
got only made me deny
what the Holy Spirit and
God was [sic] trying to
reveal to me. I tried to fur-
ther explore by attending
a variety of Christian
churches seeking informa-
tion, a religion I could
accept as truth. I found
myself disappointed and
fed up with religion as a
whole, but not God and
Jesus Christ. Then I final-
ly just realized I don’t
need a church building to
live my life in God and
Jesus. I don’t need anyone
to tell me how I should
think, feel and what I
should and shouldn’t do. I
am just as capable of

understanding God’s Word
just like any minister,
priest, pastor and so on. I
make more sense to myself
than they ever have to me.
Now I see it’s not me at all
but the Holy Spirit reveal-
ing Christ in me.

Back to your book; you
have given me a renewal of
hope and strength. It just
all makes perfect sense to
me. I feel now my whole life
and all what I once consid-
ered misfortune, but now
all worthwhile, have led up
to this. As I look, I see God
has led and guided me all
this way to reveal His Son,
Jesus Christ, through the
Holy Spirit in me. This is a
very difficult letter for me
to write. In fact this is the
fourth time I've attempted
to write it in the last few
weeks. The Holy Spirit has
not let me forget or give up.
I am so overwhelmed with
Christ in me, my own
thoughts make very little
sense at times. I'm sure if
anyone understands, it’s
you. I don’t know what’s
next, nor do I even attempt
to know. God has been giv-
ing me revelations and
answers as I need them

(CONTINUED ON P. 28)



(ETERNAL SALVATION—CONT.
FROM P. 23)

the sun only a production of
the sun). These emanations
were completely ignorant of,
even hostile to, the true god
from whence they came.
This heresy placed the true
god away from creation to
the point that even God
could not be anywhere near
creation, for creation would
contaminate God because
creation was material; hence
creation was vile and evil.

2. The heretics declared
that Jesus was not unique
in His existence, that there
were many intermediaries
between God and man.
They believed that Jesus
was only one of many inter-
mediaries and although his
position was high before
God, perhaps even the high-
est in the order of so many
others, Jesus was still only
one among many. To the
gnostic mind, there was a
hierarchy of angel-beings
responsible for varying
degrees of authorities.
Jesus was somewhere in
the mix of those other enti-
ties, not a Son of God, but
simply of God, and no more
relevant than any other
angel-being.

3. Jesus was not truly a
man, nor was Jesus fully a
man. They argued from
their presupposition that
all things material were
evil, including human flesh,

and so Jesus who was the
revelation of God cannot
have a real and true human
body; He cannot have real
flesh and real blood as all
mankind is flesh and blood.
So, the Gnostics insisted
that Jesus was nothing
more than a spiritual phan-
tom in bodily form, and
only appeared to have
human characteristics.

4. And finally, the
Gnostics refused to see
Christ as the center or
source of salvation. They
insisted that the task of
man was to find his own
way to God, working one’s
way up a ladder, as it were,
getting past or beyond each
of the angel levels or those
emanations of God through
special knowledge and
secret passwords which
were revealed only to the
elected few.

Thus, there was great
mystery in this heresy and
the Gnostics declared that
they held the only key to the
revelation of that mystery.
The key, they believed, was
an elaborate intellectual
knowledge system that only
they possessed and only they
could teach. However, not
everyone could come to
know what the teachers
knew. Some would simply
not possess the mechanism
of an intellectual mind to
learn what was being taught.

Well, what was to
become of those who could
not or would not ascend to
gnostic knowledge? This
was never truly clear in
that teaching portion of
their philosophy, so we
have to assume that those
who failed to pass the
course, well, didn’t count
for anything in the eternal
scheme of things and
would never make it into
God’s presence.

In the school of life, this
is truly a hard, even
impossible classroom in
which one finds himself.
The teacher of this class is
the epitome of religious
gobble-de-gook who is
always present in alterna-
tive religious systems,
birthed out of the corrupt-
ed mind of man. However,
I have attempted to simpli-
fy and give you the basic
outline of the Gnostic phi-
losophy that had infiltrat-
ed the Colossian church
and that horrible heresy
that Paul was combating
as he wrote this classic
response. I hope this brief
synopsis will help you to
understand Paul’s lan-
guage, indeed, his termi-
nology in this letter. It is
not typical of his language,
or his thought, in his other
epistles that describe the
person and the work of
Christ. &
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(NATURE—CONT. FROM P. B)

one of the greatest witness-
es of this attribute of God
as Father.

At this point I am
reminded of what the
younger son said in Luke
15 while he was still in the
pig pen: “And am no more
worthy to be called thy son”
(Luke 15:19). These are
the words of one who has a
penitent heart; and that is
good, but it is not the
answer. When the son
arrived at his father’s
house, he repeats the state-
ment that he is no longer
worthy. His understanding
of his relationship with his
father was based on his
understanding of worth. As
long as he remained at
home, he thought he was
worthy to be his father’s
son. He did not do any-
thing wrong as long as he
remained there, and upon
this he based his under-
standing of his worth. For
many years, this was the
basis of my understanding
of my relationship with
God. What is wrong with
this logic? This is the
understanding of a believer
who looks at himself
through his own eyes and
has never understood his
birthing.

Our understanding of
our worth must go beyond
ourselves and to the glory

(EVERYDAY LIFE—
CONT. FROM P. 15)

the Father’s limitless love
for us is the foundation of
all our relationships—
including how we relate to
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of Christ who is in us. It is
true that when we were
outside of Christ we found
ourselves unable to come
to the unapproachable God
who was too holy and
righteous for us to be
allowed in His presence.
But now that same God
sees his beloved son,
Christ, in us! The believer
needs to know how his
Father sees him. Read
Ephesians chapters 1
through 3 until it is indeli-
bly written in your heart.
Not only must it be writ-
ten upon the fleshly tables
of your heart, but also it
must become life to you. If
you ever understood who
you are in Christ and who
your Father is, you would
also know “There is there-
fore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ
Jesus.”

If you find reason to con-
demn me or anyone else
then you must also con-
demn Him who is my life,
whom the Father loves with
all of His heart. If you can
find no fault with Him,
then you will not be able to
find fault with other believ-
ers, for He lives in them as
their life. If you can read
Ephesians 1 and point a fin-
ger at the believer described
there, then I, too, am guilty
because that is me with
Christ in me as my only life.

ourselves—our connection
to family and friends will
become healthy, life-giv-
ing, full of grace and
truth. No crashing waves

This is not my concept of
myself, but it is God our
Father’s perception of me.
How is this possible?
Because Christ is in me, and
there is therefore no con-
demnation because of Him.
If you can find fault in me,
then you are seeing me
through your own eyes and
not through the eyes of Him
who is my Father! Ephesians
perfectly describes me as I
am in Christ and who Christ
is in me!

The basis of who I am is
found only in Christ, and I
am not separated from Him
for a moment. I am per-
suaded that nothing can
separate me from Christ
who is in me (Rom. 8:39).
He was birthed in me! I am
no longer separated from
Him because He lives in
me; and everywhere I go,
He is in me and goes with
me. How could anyone with
Christ as his life live in con-
demnation? I can no longer
be condemned because it
would necessitate that the
Christ in me be condemned
also! Our Father who is
omnipotent can find no rea-
son to condemn me, so how
could I or anyone else con-
demn you or me? There is
therefore now no condem-
nation to those who are in
Christ! There is none.
Condemnation is gone for-
ever; let it go my friend! ¥

of discord will be able to
disturb the calm of our
connections when we live

from the center of Christ
our Life. ¥
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OUR UNDERSTANDING
OF OUR WORTH MUST
GO BEYOND OUR-
SELVES AND TO THE
GLORY OF CHRIST
WHO IS IN US.




(MARY BoDy—
CONT. FROM P. 12)

God is not going to save
denominations. He is not
going to bring them corpo-
rately into the Christ-life
move. This isn’t His plan.
He is not going to restore
institutional churches. His
plan is consistently to pull
out believers and to move
on. If Jesus delays His com-
ing, I believe we're going to
see groups who have been

(Two NATURES—
CONT. FrRoM P. 20)

perance: against such
there is no law.”

Ephesians 5:9-10 also
says that “fruit of the Spirit
is in all goodness and
righteousness and truth;
proving what is acceptable
unto the Lord.”

The Spirit in this case is
the Holy Spirit. The Holy
Spirit is our appointed
teacher, appointed by God

floundering—waiting on
their preacher to get stirred,
waiting on their Sunday
school teacher to get stirred,
waiting on their church to
accept the fullness of
Jesus—launch out into a
new faith walk. I believe
God is going to begin a move
whereby believers begin to
take spiritual responsibility
to maintain this message, as
has always been the plan of

to teach us Christ. The
fruit of the Spirit is con-
tained in all goodness,
righteousness and truth.
In other words, the fruit of
the Spirit is contained in
Christ because Christ is all
those things. As the Holy
Spirit teaches us these
things, as He teaches us
Christ, then the fruit that
is contained therein begins
to flow forth from us in an
effortless outpouring of

God. The Joseph ministry is
going to vibrantly come
alive. We cannot do without
him. Sooner or later you are
going to need dJoseph to
maintain the ministry in the
home to be in God’s plan.
And until Jesus comes,
we’re going to have to have a
ministry of the local home-
church bodies to promote
the ministry of Jesus to the
ends of the earth. ¥

God’s love to others. It is
our nature to express the
fruit of the Spirit which is
in Christ who is in us. It is
our nature that produces
this fruit; the fruit (works)
cannot produce the nature.
There is nothing we can do
to get this new nature
except to believe on him
whom God hath sent. i
(Pat Upton attends the
Tulsa Christ-life Fellowship.)

(PrISON EPISTLE—
CONT. FROM P. 25)

through the Holy Spirit,
just like this letter. I'm still
searching for insights and a
better understanding of
Jesus Christ in me.

Well, Mr. Litzman,
anythlng you could tell

me or provide me with
I’'m more than grateful to
accept. Thank you for
taking the time to read
this letter. I only hope I
wrote and expressed
everything correctly and I
tried to be as brief as pos-

sible as not to take up too

much of your time. May

God bless you through

His Son, Jesus Christ and

His grace to us all.
Respectfully sincere,
Dale Hooker ¥

The glft of understandmg will last a lifetime!

Paul: The Apostle of Grace

Second Edition
A study of the final gospel, the Gospel of Grace, and the
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Christ-lifle Fellowship
2006 Ridgecrest Campmeeting

Asheville, NC
July 22-26, 2006

Deposits* (applied to camp fees) Camp Fees:

Ages: 12 and up $150. Adults: Single room  $573. per person

Ages 6-11 $25. Double room  $360. per person
Ages 6-11 $58.30 food charge (no room charge)
Ages 0-5 yrs. Fre

Special Family Rates available through Christ-life office. Call 214-391-0488.
*No rooms will be held without a deposit and registration form
Cancellation deadline is June 1, 2006. Camp fees are refundable for cancellations recaved before this date.

Register and pay online at www.christ-life.org or send this form and deposits to:
Christ-life Fellowship, P.O. Box 170307, Dallas, Texas 75217
Complete entire form. (Please print.)

Name: Hm. Phone: Wk. Phone:

Spouse: Child 1: Age:
Address: Child 2: Age:
City: Child 3: Age:
State: Zip: Child 4: Age:
Fax #: Email:

Date: Enclosed Payment Amount: $ Check #
We also take Visa and MasterCard:

Credit Card # Exp. Date:

Name on Card: Signature:

Date of arnval?

Will you need air port transportation?

[/Wewllbe: dnving _ flying renting car_

For how many in family?

Special Needs:

Before making flight reservations, please consider the following information for airport shuttles by CLF: Camp regis-
tration begins 3 p.m. July 22, with dinner at 5:15 p.m. Camp ends with breakfast at 7 a.m. July 26, with checkout no later than 11 am.

CLF provides Asheville airport shuttles on July 22 and 26 only. Contact Ridgecrest at 800-588-7222 for other arrangements. Far
mre information regarding air port shuttles by Christlife Fellowship, please contact Roman Guenther at romstar@proaxis.com, or call 541-929-
5382, fax 541-929-2994.

* Farm must accompany a deposit to hold reservations.

**If you need air port transfers, please submit the Flight Information Fam

Use of LifeéWay Ridgecrest Conference Center for this event does not imply alignment with, or endorsement by LifeWay Christian Resources of the
Souther n Baptist Convention.



Join Warren & Robbie at...

Chnist-life South Africa
2006 Camp Meeting

Bloemfontein Spa Lodge, South Africa
2:30 pm Thursday, April 27 to Noon Sunday, April 30

This Centre is about 6 km. outside Bloemfontein. Every bedroom is en suite and has a TV, air condi-
tioner/heater, kettle, tea and coffee. Accommodations are limited at the Spa so you will need to book
early to secure a room. There are many B & B’s in Bloem, and we will be happy to provide you
with contact numbers should you require alternative accommodation. You would then attend Camp as
a Day Visitor.

This tanff 1s Bed and Breakfast and gives an OPTION for meals with an added charge, lunch and

dinner are not included. A map with detailed directions will be sent if required.

Deposit: R300.00 — No booking will be accepted without deposit.

Residents: Bed & Breakfast, Conference & Teas (total for 3 days)
2 people sharing R 850.00 per person.
Family Room—3 people sharing R 760.00 per person.

PLUS Optional Meals:
Light lunch @ R60.00 per meal™ Dinner @ R75.00 per meal™

Sandwiches are available through Reception Desk.
*These optional meals must be confirmed and paid with balance of accommodation by the 7 Apnil.
Meal tickets will be 1ssued.

Day Visitors: Conference Fees & Teas: (Thurs. - Sun.) R180.00
Casual Day Visitors: Fee & Tea per session R20.00

Payment: All Delegates (incl. Day Visitors) must pay their final balance STRICTLY by 7 Apnil.
Bank Deposits/Internet: Christlife Fellowship; Standard Bank; Branch: Hermanus; Code: 050312;
Acc. #082252564.

Booking must accompany deposit and the following information.**

Name: Tel/Fax:

Address:

Choose from the above accommodations:

Pre-booked Meals: #BKf. #L.ch. #Din. Bath or Shower:
Need Transport? Arrival Date/Time: Departure Date/Time:

**Send this form with payment to Denise Hayes, 12 A Shirley Street, Newton Park, Port Elizabeth
6045, Rep. of South Africa; email: lanceh@iafrica.com; phone: 041-3654892, fax 041 - 3653691.



Chrisilmas Specials effective Odl. 1 through Dec. 31, 2005!

The Believer’s Secret of Happiness, W. Litzman # $6.00 | $
Christ-life Healing for Body & Soul, W. Litzman Special! 3/$24 3000
Christ Liveth in Me, W. Litzman $0.50
The Curse Is Broken, F. Stigall $5.00
Every Believer Must Have a Revelation of Jesus Christ, W. Litzman $3.50
Free at Last, W. Litzman $6.00
Jesus Lost in the Church, W. Litzman $7.00
The Law Is Not of Faith, F. Stigall $5.00
The Making of a Son, W. Litzman $5.00
Nicodemus and the Mystery of the Birthing, W. Litzman $3.50
Our Doctrine Is Christ, W. Litzman $3.50
Paul, The Apostle of Grace, W. Litzman, New Second Edition!| $12.00
Proper Distinction Between Religion and the Gospel $4.00
Revelation Knowledge & 4th Dimensional Living, W. Litzman $5.00
Rivers of Living Water, B. Woledge Christmas Special! :
The Seven Crises of the Christ-life, W. Litzman $3.50
The Shape of the Future Church, W. Litzman $2.00
The Ultimate Revelation of the Cross, F. Stigall $5.00
The Unashamed Christian, W. Litzman $7.00
recept Upon Precept, Fundamentals 1-10, 10 DVDs $75
recept Upon Precept, Fundamentals 11-20, 10 DVDs $75

Available for the first time!

Precept Upon Precept

Fundamental Series on DVD

Original, uncut, unedited messages of the foundation of
the Christ-life from the Precept library.

Do you have a complete Christ-life library to

CﬁTiSt'[lfe hand down to your next generations?
fﬁ[lb’ZUSﬁlP Tnternational YT messages on the basics of the in-Christ

message go back 20 years and will never be
repeated.

Precept Upon Precept

Fundamental Series 11-20
“The original, uncut and unedited message.” Sets 1-10 and 11-20 available now!

10 DVD Set Each set of 10 DVDs, $75
Teaching by:

Warren Litzman Order at www.christ-life.org

or use this order form.




1 Corinthians Chapter 1 14 CDs/$70
1 Corinthians Chapter 2 14 CDs/$70
Christ's Ministries 4 CDs/$20
Converging Powers 5 CDs/$25
Cross, The (South Africa, Oct. 2003) 10 CDs/$50
ispensations 8 CDs/$40
nemites of the Cross (South Africa, Oct. 2003) 8 CDs/$40
ellowship with the Father and the Son 10 CDs/$50
oundation Set #1 6 CDs/$30
Fundamentals of the Christ-life, Set 1 (10 sessions) 10 CDs/$50
Fundamentals of the Christ-life, Set 2 (10 sessions) 10 CDs/$50
Fundamentals of the Christ-life, Set 3 (10 sessions) 10 CDs/$50
Fundamentals of the Christ-life, Set 4 (10 sessions) 10 CDs/$50

Gospel of Deliverance, The 4 CD/$20
ntroduction to the Christ-life 4 CDs/ $20

t’s Jesus! Just Jesus! (South Africa, April 2005) 8 CDs/$40
aking of a Son, The 10 CDs/$50

essage, The 1 CD/$5

'y Body, His Life 9 CDs/$45
ow that We Know Christ Lives in Us 10 CDs/$50
Our Journey Home 10 CDs/$50
evelation of the Mystery 4 CDs/$20
eviewing the In-Christ Revolution 10 CDs/$50

4 CDs/$20

9 CDs/$45

3 CDs/ $15
pirit of Wisdom & Revelation, The (S. Africa, Oct. 2004) 10 CDs/$50
MC, VISA STl
Credit Card: 3 3 3 Add T5% Shipping and Handling
Expires__/ Amount:$ Add extra 3% Shipping Outside US¥
Name on Card: Dorahon
Signature: Thewl

Q) Please send free quarterly subscription of 1.ife 112 the Son megazine.

Name

Mailing Address

City, State, Zip

Phone Email

Grace Fellowship International
P.O. Box 170307

Dallas, Texas 75217-0307
Address Service Requested

*Please see page 2 for a Christ-life
office near you. International orders

mnist be paid with postal money
orders in U.S. dollars.

Nonprofit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Dallas, Texas

Permit No. 3147
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