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Editorial by Warren Litzman
Is Grace In This Modern Day
A Failure?

This may seem like a strange
question. Certainly I do not mean
that there is a failure on God’s part,
because His grace is perfect and
working completely in the lives of
those that see Christ as their life.
The failure of grace I question is on
mans part and especially in regard
to religion. Look at these sad fac-
tors.

1. Most Christians continue in
some form of Moses law and have
become good comminglers. Com-
mingling produces a poison.

2. Ministries have ignored Paul’s
teaching on the subject of grace. Of
course, it is preached that we are
saved by grace, but that is about all
they know.

3. It is regretful because this is
the dispensation of grace (Ephe-
sians 3:3). Anything taken from any
other dispensation is unworkable in
grace. Paul is the Apostle of grace,
but many born again believers ig-
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nore much of what Paul says.

4. Paul established the Christian
church known as the body of Christ.
In America many ministers believe
they must preach law along with
grace. This creates an impure gospel
and denies believers the true grace.

5. The cornerstone of grace is the
concept of Christ living in us, but as
I often say, 90% of born again be-
lievers have no concept of Christ liv-
ing in them.

I could list a number of other
things that have caused grace to
fail. The end result is that most
Christians struggle and are often
defeated in their everyday life. It
was God’s intention that through
the cross, from that time on, ev-
ery believer would have a new life,
the life of Christ, birthed in them.
Christ in the believer would cre-
ate a new life, bought and paid for
at the cross. Most believers have
never heard of this even though it

is clearly written in God’s Word.
God’s grace has not failed, but
earthly ministries have failed to
preach Paul’s message. Let me list
Paul’s positive side of grace for
someone who may not know about
the grace of God.

1. Grace is total freedom for every
believer because Christ is their life.

2. Grace is mostly found in Paul’s
writings. Every believer should start
their study of God’s Word first in
Paul’s Epistles.

3. Grace is the prime work of God
for humans and was established at
the cross.

4. Grace is a completely finished
Word of God. There is no more to
be done.

5. Grace is everlasting.

6. Grace is the pure love of God in
action.

7. Grace is a plainly written mes-
sage in God’s Word.

REG. $8 EA OR 4 FOR $24 PLUS $7 SHIPPING
(SALE 1S GoOoD UNTIL DEC. 31, 2012)

The ideas in this book are presented as foundational truths for
what we believe is the current move of God. For believers whose
interest is going on to the fullness of Christ, it is very likely the
final move of God. History records that God is always moving
His Church toward a fuller revelation of His ultimate intention.
I believe that intention is that every born-again believer will
come to the knowledge that the way God intended for human
beings to live on this earth is by another Person, Christ, in them.
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THE PRINCIPLES OF THE BIRTHING

AND THE CHRIST-LIFE

PART III
by Warren Litzman

III. RECONCILIATION AND IDENTIFICATION

As we come to understand the Father’s justification of placing another Person in us as our life, we see
that His purpose is to get us settled in the assurance of who we are by identification. Identification of
our justified position in Christ gives us the assurance, making it possible for our growth in the new
creation life. Romans 3:24; 2 Peter 3:18. Until the Christ-life believer rests in his understanding of the
birthing, he is not spiritually prepared for the greater truths of reconciliation.

1. RECONCILIATION

The ground of our reconciliation to God is God being justified to place another Person in us and de-

pend upon that Person as our righteousness. In Christ we are justified from the death penalty of sin,

thereby enabling God to reconcile us to Himself.

1.1  Justification frees us from Satan’s death-life. Reconciliation brings us into the Christ-life. Romans
5:10.

1.2 To be reconciled is to be brought into right relationship with our Father. We were in sin, as sin-
ners, children of the devil. John 8:44.

1.3 Our Father birthed in us the life of Christ. By this He placed us in a totally new position, out of
Satan into Christ. Ephesians 2:5.

1.4 Tt took the cross of Calvary to solve the problem. At the cross we are identified with the Lord

Jesus in His death unto sin and resurrection unto God. This understanding is the beginning of
the new creation life. Self, within itself, cannot be reconciled to God. We were once Satan-selves,
now we are Christ-selves. The cross made possible that we who were dead to God could be made
a brand new race of people. 2 Corinthians 5:17. By the cross we are made partakers of divine
nature. 2 Peter 1:4. It is at the cross that the ultimate work of identification takes place, in that by
our minds we see Christ as us in death and life, and are able to move into ultimate reconciliation.
Colossians 1:20, 22.
We must always remember that our present new creation life understanding is infinitely inferior
to our eternal relationship with the Father, which will be brought on when we receive our glo-
rified bodies on the resurrection morning. We are being made now, in our new creation walk,
everything that Christ is. 2 Corinthians 5:21. Reconciliation is working by all the events taking
place in our lives. 2 Corinthians 5:18.

2. ULTIMATE IDENTIFICATION
The subject of identification is one of the most vital subjects having to do with the birthing. A
believer not aware of the birthing, or his identification to Christ creating a new creature life, will
always be in a struggle to improve his condition before God.

2.1 'The believer who abides in Christ and knows by his identification with Christ that he is as righ-
teous as Christ, is freed from self-effort.
2.2 This is the believer who stands in his position because he constantly identifies to the death, burial




and resurrection of Christ and, finally, to the fact that Christ in him is his righteousness. To ig-
nore this knowledge is to re-enter the self-struggle to save ourselves.

3. NEw CREATION LIFE

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.8

To understand the new creation life as the aspect of our daily walk, we must consider that within
ourselves we are never acceptable to God. Many Christ-life believers have become trapped by
seeing improvement in their new creation life and, depending on that, they cease to identify with
the birthing and Christ in them. Believers must never depend upon their new creation life or
growth in the new creature for their acceptance to God, or for their identification.

Too often, Christian service and its success is made the criterion of creation life. This has proven
to be a severe detriment in the lives of many zealous believers. Whenever service becomes pre-
dominant to fellowship with the Father and growth in the new creature, doing becomes more
important than being. This is a religious Satan trap which must be averted at all costs.

The real issues of this religious Satan trap are that our hearts very often seek acceptance from
the Father through some production (law) instead of simply receiving God’s birthing through
identification.

When our service to the Father fails to produce results, you will find everything else in your walk
will fail with it. Therefore we are to be sons, not servants. Galations 4:7. Christ-life believers must
never allow service to become the life or to bring forth the life.

Any time a Christ-life believer is attempting to do rather than to be, he is headed toward a bar-
ren and carnal position. We must never depend upon an independent self to do what only our
Christ-self can do.

It is God Himself Who takes us into circumstances and situations and causes converging powers
to bring about our failure as Christians through our self-effort. This speaks of the second crisis a
human being must come to—the crisis which says he cannot live the Christ-life within himself.
Romans 7:18.

Love functions according to its nature, not according to the quality of its object. The doer be-
liever rather than the be-er, will always be hopelessly handicapped in the matter of fellowship,
growth and service. He will always have a difficult time fitting in with people and doing the work
of God. For instance, this believer will never find a body of people with whom he can fellowship
and serve God.

As devastating as Romans 7 is, the ultimate correction for the doer believer is to relive this chap-
ter with Paul. It is only by Romans 7 that the believer can come to Galations 2:20.

4. THE BIRTHING

4.1

42

4.3

44

As our identification to Christ on the cross and in the birthing begins to take hold, the Christ-life
believer begins to expect less from self and more from a Christ-self. Psalms 62:5; Ephesians 1:5, 7.
As the identification to Calvary and the birthing takes place, the Christ-life believer becomes in-
creasingly willing to reject all self-unto-self, realizing that is a sinful source from the old man and
is only cured by daily crucifixion. Self-effort produces the works of the flesh. Galations 5:19-21.
The knowledge of the birthing and identification to Christ produces the fruit of the spirit. Gala-
tions 5:22, 23.

By the message of the vine and the branch, Jesus taught that the believer is ever aware of his per-
sonal condition. He is always concerned about the sins of the flesh, as well as the fact that he has
had an exchange to take place of unimprovable self for the Christ-life.

As the Christ-life believer becomes established in the birthing, he will become increasingly aware
of how acceptable he is to the Father, and by this will have blessed communion with the Father
and with saints. 2 Corinthians 3:18.

clfdallas.com
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By this, the believer will enter into a cross-centered life, daily seeing the cross as his identification
of the exchanged life and the beginning of the birthing. The believer always will learn being more
centered at the cross than he will anywhere else. Colossians 1:20.

The Holy Spirit is finally the only One who can apply the work of identification. Only He can fully
identify the believer with the finished word of Calvary, and to the birthing that is bringing about
the new creation life.

What all of this does is to inform the soulish part of the believer of who and what he is in Christ.
Psalms 18:2. It also means that the accuser of the brethren, Satan, is finally turned away by this be-
liever’s knowledge of who and what he is in Christ.

Because the Christ-life believer is hidden with Christ in God (Colossians 3:3) Satan will never be
able to touch him. Satan may be the counsel for the prosecution, but we have two counsels for the
defense, namely:

T we have an Advocate at the throne, Christ, representing us to the Father

T we have an Advocate within, Christ in us the hope of glory.
Hebrews 2:17; Romans 3:26 o
Read Part IV in next issue

CHRIST-LIFE HEALING FOR BODY AND SoUL
By Warren Litzman
Hungry believers who are growing up in Christ are
finding their spiritual food in the Christ-life mes-
sage. Someone has said that happiness comes from
man and joy comes from the Lord. This book deals
with the believer’s daily walk. It shows the wonder-

ful benefits that come from knowing Christ lives in

you. As the joy of Christ works out of the believer

it makes for true happiness outwardly. The power

of this book is in the renewal of the mind. Since all

spirituality comes from our knowing Christ lives in

us, this book can be imperative to spiritual growth.
I N\ S

CHRIST-LIFE
HeEALING For
Bobpy AND SouL

Transformed by the Renewing of the Mind

PREFACE

The six areas of study in this book are derived from a time
when the Holy Spirit was teaching me the difference between
being “in Christ” and enjoying the full liberties of oneness
with Christ. Now, I see that all of the spiritual growth of a
believer comes as he moves from one level of understanding
to another. This book is written especially for a hungry heart
that is ready to go on into the fullness of Christ—in other
words, ready to move to another level of understanding.

The Christ-life message has but one intention: to fulfill
what the Father has always wanted in believers by opening
new and greater understandings of who we are in Christ
that we might go on into the fullness of oneness. The writ-
ten Word is a key to the study of this book. It is only as
you see Christ in the scriptures that you can be what you
are by Him in you. As you study these truths you will
sense, by the Holy Spirit, Christ-life surging through you.
In time the “surge” will bring perfect oneness with Him.
— Warren Litzman
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(GONE TOFYTHE DOGS)

C By FRANK STIGALL

)

Part III: In some regards, it is
a hard call to what Peter was to
preach. Does he preach what was in
John 14-17 or does he preach what
Jesus said in his last forty days on
earth? Peter had only recently been
filled with the Holy Spirit. Does
that mean he suddenly understands
what has taken some of us fifty years
to understand? This side of things
require a revelation to understand,
and no where does Peter demon-
strate he ever received a revelation
of Christ abiding in him. Well, it
is quite obvious he went with the
great commission, which Jesus had
instructed him on five different oc-
casions.

Did God suddenly cut his peo-
ple oft? It says nothing about it if
he did. In fact, he had just taken
their sin to the cross. Perhaps the
“all things” the Holy Spirit wanted
to teach were to inform the Jews
that Jesus was their Messiah. Peter
preached the kingdom message,
and the kingdom message is only to
and for the Jews. The kingdom offer
is still on the table—Peter said this
was the Lord and Christ. In other
words this is the supreme author-
ity. Christ in the Greek is Christos,
which means the Anointed One
and Messiah. By offering Jesus as
the Messiah was the same as offer-
ing the kingdom. The Messiah has
long been the hope of Israel. Christ
is not the Messiah to the church,
he is savior. “Now they which were
scattered abroad upon the persecu-
tion that arose about Stephen trav-
elled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus,
and Antioch, preaching the word to
none but unto the Jews only” (Acts

11:19).

This kingdom message to the
Jews was preached for a period of
about 13 years. Furthermore, Pe-
ter and many others lived their life
as though the kingdom had come.
When Peter and others prayed for
the sick he had 100% success, at
least we have no reports of any fail-
ures (Acts 5:16). Even when Peter’s
shadow fell on the sick they were
healed (Acts 5:15). He was living
a charmed life. Even prison gates
opened of there own accord to him,
and he freely walked out. Three
thousand were saved and then five
thousand, what an outpouring of
God’s Grace this was.

Acts 9 is another turning point
in the plan of God. Jesus called
the chief of sinners whose name
was Saul (Paul) and revealed to
him the mystery of Christ living
in earthen vessels as their life. It is
John 14:17 coming to life in Paul.
After Acts 9, the kingdom message
began to diminish, and the grace
message began to rapidily expand.
Acts is mainly about the diminish-
ing of the kingdom message. Luke,
the writer of Acts, does not say
one thing about the mystery mes-
sage even though he followed Paul
around and heard him minister the
message.

Jesus called Paul to be an Apostle
to the Gentiles. Yes, he will be an
apostle to the first race of people
that God himself rejected. They
will be given a chance to accept Je-
sus as Lord and Savior, for the sec-
ond race (Jews) has rejected their
Messiah. Not only that, but also the
Jews that rejected God are given a

chance to accept the mystery pro-
gram and become part of the new
creation race. God broke down the
middle wall of partition that sepa-
rated Jew and Gentile. No longer
does circumcision, or uncircumci-
sion matter. “For in Christ Jesus nei-
ther circumcision availeth any thing,
nor uncircumcision, but a new crea-
ture” (Gal 6:15).

“And finding disciples, we tarried
there seven days: who said to Paul
through the Spirit, that he should
not go up to Jerusalem” (Acts 21:4).
How did Paul get to be in Rome un-
der arrest with a Roman centurion
to guard him? The story starts back
in Acts 21. Paul was determined to
go to Jerusalem, even though he
was instructed by the Holy Spirit
not to go on several occasions.

Paul did not obey this instruc-
tion, and went to Jerusalem any-
way. There he met with James the
half-brother of Jesus, who per-
suaded Paul to participate in a Jew-
ish ritual. “Do therefore this that we
say to thee: We have four men which
have a vow on them; Them take,
and purify thyself with them, and
be at charges with them, that they
may shave their heads: and all may
know that those things, whereof they
were informed concerning thee, are
nothing; but that thou thyself also
walkest orderly, and keepest the law”
(Acts 21:23-24).

Later Paul was being asked to pay
the expenses involved in the offer-
ings required at the completion of
the Nazarite vow which these four
men had taken (cf. Num. 6:13-21).
He was being urged by James to
take these actions. This would
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indicate that he was, after all, a
“middle-of-the-road”Jewish-Chris-
tian (Acts 21:26).

However, Paul was quickly discov-
ered as one who had betrayed Juda-
ism, and then the riot began. They
wanted to kill Paul, but the Roman
guards stepped in and saved him.
One should note that James, the
half-brother of Jesus, who was the
head of this Jerusalem synagogue,
did not lift a hand to save Paul.

“And the night following the Lord
stood by him, and said, Be of good
cheer, Paul: for as thou hast testified
of me in Jerusalem, so must thou
bear witness also at Rome” (Acts
23:11).

What started out bad for Paul
as he disobeyed the Holy Spirit
has now been turned to good, as
all things work together for good
to them that love the Lord. In the
years of Paul’s ministry the Lord
has appeared to Paul four times:
at his conversion (Acts 9:5), in
Corinth (Acts 18:9-10), on his first
visit to Jerusalem (Acts 22:17-18),
and here (Acts 23:11) during his
last visit to Jerusalem.

Paul from here was sent from
prison to prison and from Roman
hands, to the hands of the Sand-
edrin, then back to Roman hands.
Finally, Paul was taken to Rome
and put under house arrest. Here
he was safe from those in Jerusalem
that wanted to kill him. Therefore,
he could speak freely without fear
of being stoned by the Jews, as he
was under the protection of a Ro-
man guard.

This bondage of Paul’s was brought
about by the mercy of God for the
last hope of Israel to accept Jesus as
Messiah. It looks as though the Fa-
ther had Paul on a mission of mercy,
just for Israel. Is this the final offer
for the nation to acknowledge Jesus

as Messiah? “For this cause therefore
have I called for you, to see you, and
to speak with you: because that for
the hope of Israel I am bound with
this chain” (Acts 28:20).

“And when they had appointed
him a day, there came many to him
into his lodging; to whom he ex-
pounded and testified the kingdom
of God, persuading them concerning
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses,
and out of the prophets, from morn-
ing till evening” (Acts 28 :23).

Most think the great division in
the Bible is between the Old Testa-
ment and the New Testament, but
it is not. God’s purpose concerning
the earth and the reign of Christ
upon it is the subject of “prophecy”
(2 Peter 1:16-19).

His purpose concerning heaven
and our exaltation there with Christ
is the subject of “the mystery” (Eph.
2:4-10, 3:1-4). Unto these two great
subjects the scriptures are basically
divided.

Also notice an important fact
that Paul spoke all day long out
of Moses and the prophets to the
Sandedrin. If Paul spoke only of
Moses and the prophets, then the
mystery would not have been in-
cluded because it is not found in
Moses or the prophets. So this
conference should be called the
last effort to convince Israel that
Jesus was their Messiah. It appears
the last offer is on the table for the
kingdom. If they had accepted it all
Israel could have moved into the
kingdom, and the new covenant to
Israel would have come into effect
(Ezekiel 36:26-28).

Remember, the Sandedrin are the
highest court in Israel. As we have
pointed out before Israel is a Theoc-
racy and the Sandedrin are the judi-
cial branch in Israel. In our society
they compare to the Senate, and the

House of Representatives. They are
the lawmakers and we follow what
they legislate. If they say Jesus is
Messiah then all Israel would have
followed since they are Israel’s spir-
itual leaders. Salvation for Israel is
a corporate, which means all Israel
could be saved at one time (Rom.
11:26). It only took one sacrifice on
the Day of Atonement to apply to
all Israel for salvation. The sacrifice
to end all sacrifice was Christ the
Lamb of God.

However, I am sure Paul knew
there was no use in preaching jus-
tification without the law to them.
They would not have listened to it,
but the apostle Paul being a Jew, a
Hebrew, and a Pharisee knew very
well how the Jewish mind worked.
He understood what the Jews would
listen to, and what they would not
listen to. It would be better for them
to know Jesus was their Messiah
and let them accept him on that
level than not at all. The Jew at that
time was still under the umbrella of
the promises to Abraham.

Remember the theme of Acts is
about the diminishing of the king-
dom message and the failure of Is-
rael to respond to the beckoning of
the Holy Spirit. Over and over again
Paul brings proof to Israel that Je-
sus is the Messiah and they still re-
ject it. Some of the chiefs in Israel
were convinced and some were not,
so they argued among themselves
like good politicians do, and began
to depart. However, before they left
Paul pronounced on them an in-
dictment by the Holy Spirit.

“For the heart of this people is
waxed gross, and their ears are dull
of hearing, and their eyes have they
closed; lest they should see with their
eyes, and hear with their ears, and
understand with their heart, and
should be converted, and I should
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heal them. Be it known therefore
unto you, that the salvation of God
is sent unto the Gentiles, and that
they will hear. And when he had said
these words, the Jews departed, and
had great reasoning among them-
selves” (Acts 28:27-29).

This indictment Paul delivered to
the Jews says this in general: All op-
portunity is withdrawn at this time
for Israel to enter the earthly king-
dom, and it will not be until after
the Church has been raptured that
the offer will be opened again to Is-
rael. The mystery message has been
sent to the Gentiles, “gone to the
dogs”, and the kingdom message
is no longer on the table. Even the
apostle Peter has trouble handling
the message being given to the
Gentiles (Acts 10).

This then is the purpose of God
for rejection of Israel. “I say then,
Have they stumbled that they
should fall? God forbid: but rather
through their fall salvation is come
unto the Gentiles, for to provoke
them to jealousy” (Rom. 11:11) .

Paul has determined there was no
use in talking to people that will not
hear, see, or understand. Was this
the end of salvation for the Jews?
No, this was the end of the offer of
the kingdom to the Jews.

(See Figure 6 below).

Jews and Gentiles can be born
again and become part of the new
creation race. “Having abolished in
his flesh the enmity, even the law
of commandments contained in or-
dinances; for to make in himself
of twain one new man, so making
peace” (Eph. 2:15). The cross has
made all races into one new man.
There is no longer a division be-
tween the circumcised or uncir-
cumcised.

SOME THINGS ARE DIFFERENT

If you have been reading carefully,
you might be drawing a conclusion
that God had two plans in mind,
one for the Jew’s and one for the
birthed sons of God. Birthed sons
can be either Jews or Gentiles. It
is our duty to rightly divide these
scriptures, so as not to give what
belongs to the Jews to the birthed
sons of God and vise-versa. This is a
challenge because four-fifths of the
entire Bible belong to the Jews. That
leaves only one-fifth for the birthed
sons, or the Church.

Even in the New Testament there
are many passages for the Jews only.
Yes, even among Paul’s epistles there
are statements only for the Jews. If
one does not know these things ex-
ist, then the Gospel becomes de-
filed, and the trumpet does not give
a pure sound. Many stand in con-

tusion today because of
the mixing of New and
Old Testaments. Purity
of the Gospel is almost
non-existent.

The Pentecostal
group that I was once
part of loved the book
of Acts, and accepted it
as the Gospel of Jesus

From this point on the message is
only about the mystery and both

Christ. We tried in vain
to work the miracles
found in the first eight chapters,
and believed if we had enough faith

and did not doubt in our heart all
these things could be ours.

Somehow, we felt our works gen-
erated faith. We felt to have faith
we must read the Bible and pray.
Our thinking was, faith cometh by
hearing, and hearing by the word of
God, if it was read or taught. Then
if all that did not work it was time
to fast and pray. (We all felt that this
put God in a hammerlock, making
him cry uncle). This had to work,
but it did not. Disappointment and
hunger were the only reward for
our works.

Today Ilook at Acts differently and
understand there was something
else going on that did not include
the Church, but Israel. There was
no way we were able to duplicate
those things. Lord knows we tried,
and we confessed healing while we
limped around with our physical
problems. We were in denial with
a positive confession. This too had
little or no effect. Have we ever
stopped to think just maybe these
things were not given to the body of
Christ to perform? These miracles
worked well for the Jews, even Peter
had one hundred percent success
when he prayed for the sick.

We learn that Christ lives in us,
and he is our preventive medicine.
He always knows what you have
need of. Without any fanfare he qui-
etly heals us and gives us strength
to face the day. We may go through
physical trials, but the feeling of
our infirmities always touches him.
I have learned to receive healing
any way it comes: faith, doctors,
or medicine. These sources are not
of the devil, but God’s gift to the
world.

We need to know what the intent
of God was, and what his plans are
for the Jews. His intent dates as far
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back as Exodus. “Now therefore, if
ye will obey my voice indeed, and
keep my covenant, then ye shall be
a peculiar treasure unto me above
all people: for all the earth is mine.
And ye shall be unto me a kingdom
of priests, and an holy nation. These
are the words which thou shalt speak
unto the children of Israel” (Exodus
19:5-6).

The relationship specified in the
covenant was that of Israel's being
God’s peculiar (special) treasure,
a kingdom whose citizens were all
priests with access to God, and a
holy nation, separated from all oth-
er nations and devoted only to God.
Now, we have to ask ourselves, who
were all these priests going to min-
ister to, as there was between three
and four million Israelites.

Peter has this to say: “But ye are
a chosen generation, a royal priest-
hood, an holy nation, a peculiar
people; that ye should show forth
the praises of him who hath called
you out of darkness into his mar-
vellous light” (1 Peter 2:9). These
are great words, but they are not
for the Church. The reason why is
we are not a priesthood. This is the

same kind of a statement as in Exo-
dus 19:5-6. We are not a nation, we
are birthed sons of God. A nation
is earthly, we are heavenly, and our
citizenship is in heaven.

I don’t want to get off the track
with this but it was God’s intent to
use his chosen people as priests. In
Acts we see the beginning of that
intent starting to be worked out.
It is a passing glimmer of what
could have happened if Israel had
accepted Jesus as their Messiah. I
believe the Jews would have car-
ried the kingdom message to the
ends of the earth, and the ones to
whom the message was directed
would have been the Gentiles. Most
students of the Bible know that in
order for a Gentile to convert to
Judaism, he must be circumcised
in order to become a proselyte
Jew (e.g. Mat.23:15). In effect this
would make Gentiles part of the
chosen race, just as Jews who are
born again today become part of
the new creation race.

On the other hand, the born again
have an entirely different message
to deliver than Israel did. It is the
message of reconciliation. In Ro-

mans 1:24-26, God has made it
very clear that he gave up on the
Gentile nations, and gave them
over to a reprobate mind, and then
created the Jewish nation. How-
ever, because of the cross, God has
reversed himself, and he has given
this reconciliation ministry to us
who are born again. “And all things
are of God, who hath reconciled us
to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath
given to us the ministry of recon-
ciliation.” (2 Cor. 5: 18).

The book of Acts is about the de-
cline of the kingdom message, and
it was cut completely off at Acts
28:28. Along with the kingdom
message we have at the same time,
the beginning of the grace message.
The kingdom message dwindled
away, and the grace message be-
came dominant. It would be a good
idea to keep this in mind as you
read. Acts can give the reader a lot
of historical background, including
how Paul was called to be an apos-
tle to the Gentiles.

r = "

(Read PART IV in next issue)
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“LET ME OUTTA THE BOX!”

“IT>S DARK IN HERE”
by George Moll

Have you ever lived in a box?
Have you ever thought you were
in a box? Jack has a box, but he at
least gets out once in a while, to sell
burgers and shakes.

My little box started about 51
years ago. I grew up insecure,
scared, and thought for sure when
someone laughed at the grocery
store, they were laughing at me. I
dreamed of the day I could “pop
out” of the box. Dreams of “making
it big,” then I would be admired. If
I were admired, then maybe I could
feel better about myself. If you
looked up to me, that would make
me acceptable. Or maybe I felt so
low from you, that rising above you,
was the key.

Well, I did just that in the early
teen years. I got high, but not with
a ladder. This experiment lasted for
many years, until the “scary, inse-
cure, addict box” began to crumble.
I was invited to go to Church by my
Dad, so I went. As I walked in the
door, I sensed the eager eyes from
the Elders piercing through me. All
I could think was “they want to re-
cruit me?” Yes. That smile isn’t real,
they are just like some phony game
show host I've seen on the Wheel of
Fortune before.

I was asked if I wanted to accept
Jesus. I went into a little room, said
the prayer, and I told my first lie—
as a Christian, as I walked out. My
Dad asked me, “Do you feel dif-
ferent?” You know the answer
—“yeah” 1 went to Bible studies,
hooked up with a religious zealot
friend, who was half koo-koo, and
we went to Church together. One
day my friend picked me up from

my Dad’s house for Church, as I
lived there in my early twenties (the
big dreams were not quite paying
off yet). I had a bad argument with
Dad. I was cussing mad on the way
to Church. My friend said if I con-
tinued to cuss, he would beat the
Hell outta me.

When I got home, I ripped the
Jesus bumper stickers from my car,
and headed back toward the drug
life. As I drove down the road, I
remember how awful I felt, as a
young Christian. The insecurity
that was still with me, the fear of
what was wrong, because my own
game-show host smile, I knew, was
phony. I was bewildered and mad
at the same time, but most of all I
telt hopeless. The God and church
that I had tried in order to get out
of my box, had failed. The sinning
life seemed easier.

This journey went on for five more
years. One night, I was in a home,
where a Hell's Angel bad guy was
hanging out. I was feeling my oats,
and began to ramble on about Jesus.
The conversation was cut short with
a “hey kid, it’s time for you to shut
up.” As I look back now, something
really did happen in that room with
the prayer, I just did not know it. Je-
sus was in me, and had become my
very life. But by now, I was in the
“scary, insecure, Christian, addict”
box, and did not know I had been
let out. The day came when the box
caught on fire. I could not bear the
box anymore, so I went to rehab.

One evening in rehab, I went to
my room, looked out over the cold
snowy valley, in Elko, Nevada, and
began to tremble, shake, and cry.

My roommate Jim, an old Irish
bar brawler, walked in and asked,
“What’s wrong?” I did not know
what was wrong but remember
saying, “I don’t know who the Hell
I am?” This was a devastating mo-
ment. That revelation has more
meaning now, than it did then. Yes,
this was the dilemma. This was the
first time I knew I needed a savior.
After rehab, I engaged in the
12-step program, studied the AA
book, applied the 12 steps. I fell
into a lovely group of step Nazi’s.
We would have studied and pre-
sented the Big Book in Hebrew if
there were an edition available in
that translation. I would raise my
hand at the meeting and say, “T'm
George, 'm an addict” I had now
entered into box number three—
the “insecure, scared, Christian,
addict that doesn't do drugs” box.
Although there was much good
about the program that helped me,
I sensed there was something miss-
ing. Upon working the steps a sec-
ond time, I was very depressed. I
was on the 4th step, the personal in-
ventory. This is where you go back
through your life, find your messes,
face them, find why you did them,
and set out to make it right with
the world, its people, and God. This
was a dark moment. I had much
guilt. I knew I had not applied my-
self the 100% that I believed was re-
quired. Also, what about my past?
Was there something in it that [ had
blocked? Was it so terrible, would it
make me feel worse to find it? This
exercise was not helping me, it was
making me worse. Fear and Guilt.




I will never forget that time in
my life. I showed up to a very dif-
ferent meeting in a barn. The dear
brother (Warren) was saying some-
thing that night that changed me
forever, for I was ready. I can still
remember it. It was Romans 6. The
brother went on to say, “Look at the
text, who was it up on that cross!?”
(Romans 6:3) How much of a past
do you have !?” (Romans 6:6) “How
dead are you to your old life!? (John
19:30) “Believe you are made new,
and are no longer the person you
thought you were!” (Romans 6:11)
1 was now let out of the box!

That day started a new beginning
for me. Words cannot describe the
weight that was lifted. As I went to
bed that night, the old ideas came
crashing back. I rebuked them—
“That’s not me anymore.” The reck-
oning of myself dead, non-existent,
to these old ideas, of who I was, now
had strength, as I began to see how
this was really true. We can believe
the truth about Jesus all day long,
we can work programs 46 times,
we can try to be like Jesus, and we
can do wonderful deeds, and try to
overcome our sins, and still be mis-
erable. That is because flesh cannot
make flesh NEW. The key to a new
life, is NOT a changed life, although
a new identity will change many
things about us. The trick of Satan
is to keep trying to change what
does not exist about ourselves, or to
keep us locked in the lie that what
we always believed about ourselves,
based on our history, is who we are
today.

“Be not conformed (to conform
ones self/mind to another’s pat-

bound to a fallen nature) but be ye
transformed (changed into anoth-
er form) by the renewing of your
mind (renovation—tear down what
is old, and build new, what never
before existed), that you may prove
what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect (brought to the end,
finished) will of God.

What a statement! Let me para-
phrase. “Do not continue living in
the lie of who you are not. Be made
completely different by an idea
about yourself that never existed
before to you, that you may experi-
ence God’s final choice for you, and
make you very happy as a result”

The Cross is the starting point for a
believer. It is the reference point. It
is not the starting point for Jesus. It
is OUR starting point. Any form of
therapy or healing activity, should
incorporate OUR position at the
point of how, where, and when our
life began with God. Before my rev-
elation of the New Man, I would
look at the Bible for formulas. I had
no baseline to refer to. It is like get-
ting a flat tire in the car, looking
into the manual, and finding the
chapter on carburetor repair. The
manual is true, it is about the car,
but will working on the carburetor
really get the car back on the road?

Sickness of the mind seems to
be the pre-dominate problem in
the body of Christ. Depression has
overcome the world like wildfire.
Childhood trauma is a stronghold
that I have the most empathy for.
Just recently my 7 year old son was
involved in a tragic ski accident. He
is on a junior ski team. The second
day of practice, he was riding the lift

chair properly. The young boy dan-
gled, with my son trying to hold on
to him to save him, at the risk of al-
most going out himself. The young
boy dropped 60 ft., with his glove
left in my son’s hand. The young
skier died a few days later. We have
talked with my son, entered him in
therapy, and the therapy is closing
out. My wife and myself are deeply
grieved, for this boy, his family, and
what lifelong affects this might have
on my son. The main issue, would
be guilt. Woud he feel guilty, that
he was responsible? Would these
memories come back to him at
a later date, and he try to punish
himself to escape the guilt?

The hope I have for him, is the
same hope I have for myself, my
family, and every believer. It is
Christ in us or Hope of Glory (Co-
lossians 1:26, 27—hope, expecta-
tion of good of Glory most exalted
state/condition). 1 have not done
it all right as a Christian. I believe
there will be more trials, and more
sin. Because of knowing why and
how I have been let out of the box,
I do not feel trapped in a dark box
anymore. Maybe there are periods
of time of darkness, but God is
faithful to remind me of who I am.
This relieves my mind and I begin
to realize there is rest. It is an excit-
ing thought, to picture oneself “out
of the box.”

Dare to do it. Picture yourself new
—picture yourself walking out of
whatever problem you may have.
Realize the golden key is a brand
new idea about yourself in Christ,
that you may have never had. When
you do, you will thank God like

tern the identity of the old man up, his teammate did not get onthe neverbefore. |§ H B B

Al 17
I: YOUR WORTHINESS IS NOT BASED UPON :l
=h YOUR “UNWORTHINESS” BUT ON HIS LIFE IN YOU. B
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The Holy Spirit is a constant Source
in our lives at all times. He is never
away from us; he is involved in all
we do in one way or another. He
does not speak audibly but, rather,
he nudges us; it is a ‘knowing’ that
comes for something we are to
do. I cringe to think of how many
times I have been nudged by the
Holy Spirit and didn't pay atten-
tion, only to find out later the con-
sequences.

Other people’s lives can be af-
fected by our responses to those
nudges; for good, if we respond,
for bad if we don't respond. We
live in a world of desperate people
all around us. Christian people are
carrying heavy loads they don't
know how to handle, trying to

Take Time To Do
‘What the Holy Spirit
Nudges You To Do!

by Robbie Litzman
[ ————

make it on their own. Families are
stressed out from the hopelessness
around them. Single fathers and
single mothers have little help or
intervention in their responsibili-
ties.

But, we say, “We have the An-
swer!” And we do. But we are wait-
ing for that ‘open door’ to share
the gospel of the life of Christ with
someone when, all along, opportu-
nities are brought to us. But we are
too busy and we do not recognize
the moving of the Holy Spirit in us.

Are we afraid of invading some-
one’s privacy? Of being rejected?
Or do we put it off until a later time
when we ‘feel like doing it’? Some-
times I think the song from the Lit-
tle Orphan Annie musical says it
all for us, “Tomorrow! Tomorrow!
I Love you tomorrow. You're only
a day away.” But I have found that
tomorrow was too late in a good

number of times I didn’t give at-
tention to those nudges. I weep as
I write this!

Our world is so caught up in a
vast number of ‘things’ and most
of those ‘things’ have to do with
fantasy and not with life. The
apostle Paul spoke about our being
‘living epistles’ in this world. An-
other place we are told, “As he is in
the world, so are we.”

If America falls it will be because
we Believers were not available
to the dealings of the Holy Spir-
it and did not have time or take
time to speak and show the love of
Christ—even to those in our own
household. Jesus is the Light of the
World and if that light goes out,
how gross is the darkness.

Can we recognize the nudges?
Or does it take a baseball bat to get
our attention?

_
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Order “The Best of Robbie” 6 DVDs/$45, plus $4.80 shipping
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Hear me preach the final gospel—every day a new
message, Monday through Friday. Urge your friends
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THE TIME ELEMENT IN REVELATION

BY WARREN LITZMAN

Some time ago, a believer came
to me with the dilemma of wait-
ing for a visible sign of spiritual
growth. Desiring to be a spiritual
being more than anything, this be-
liever was caught in the throes of
God’s time element. The flesh was
seeking to find the deliverance so
needed at this time, but it was obvi-
ous that God was dealing with him
on an entirely different level of un-
derstanding. This unknown factor
of God’s dealings in a believer’s life
is controlled by times and a calen-
dar known only to God. I explained
to this hungry heart that the receiv-
ing of free gifts (salvation, healing,
baptism in the Holy Ghost, the
nine gifts of the Spirit, etc.) could
be received at any time by meeting
God’s conditions, but the growth in
our oneness with Christ was totally
controlled by the Father’s time ele-
ment.

The World Is A Schoolhouse

Paul says, in Galatians 4:2, that
the son is under tutors and gov-
ernors until the time appointed of
the Father. The son, growing into
this knowledge of sonship, is totally
dependent on the Father for the
conclusion of the schooling. This
schooling is severe, often painful,
and greatly misunderstood by the
believer. This misunderstanding of
God’s dealings, or ignorance of His
eternal plan, only tends to prolong
the time element. Many believers
quit God during this time, feeling
that the Lord has forsaken them.
Oh, the great need for the ministry
to have a revelation of these deal-
ings in the believer’s life, so that
men today might have a Gospel
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conducive to the workings of God
in individual lives! The believer I
was dealing with seemed to be en-
couraged that, in His time, God
would bring about His own will.
We are living in an era when men
are specializing in demanding God
to do things. Many programs of
man-made religion are in opera-
tion today, premised on the theory
that spiritual life can be received by
“following these simple rules,” or by
“reading this book,” or by “coming
to this meeting” Such mortal ad-
vice gratifies the flesh but eventu-
ally ends in frustration because, in
the spiritual life, the Father reserves
the right to determine the school-
ing and time of graduation. Thus,
the time element becomes of great
significance. Carnal people always
resist God’s time element because
they want to get eternity and its
questions settled so they can enjoy
earthly life.
Levels of Growth
God is not just interested in His

sons settling down to earthly living.
A babe might have a degree of such
motivation, but the Father will fill
the lacking knowledge with grace.
A son will be expected to be less
earthly, and God will give less grace.
Mature believers (those who have
crucified the flesh and brought its
motivations under subjection to the
spiritual man) will know they are
pilgrims, strangers, and sojourners
on earth. No spiritual believer will
question the time element of God’s
dealings in his life, because he does
not analyze time according to the
earthly.

This brings us to an all-important

truth about God’s time. Peter says
that one day with the Lord is as a
thousand years (2 Peter 3:8). God
deals with time in eternal terms.
The carnal man deals with time
temporally. A demand might be
made by a carnal believer, premised
on earthly time (24 hours to a day,
365 days to a year); but the spiritual
believer, seated with Christ in heav-
enly places (Ephesians 2:6), never
needs to force God into earthly
time because he is already living
by the eternal (1 John 5:11). The
spiritual man is living the Christ-
life, and because the Christ-life is
growing he watches every detail
of the earthly journey. He knows
that eternal life can be most quick-
ly jeopardized by stepping out of
God’s time into earthly time. This
knowledge constantly urges him
to yield to God’s dealings in his life
with a passive faith that the Father,
who cares for him, is taking charge
of his life and is shaping him into
Christs full stature through all
these strange developments.
The Carnal Demand

Demanding, in view of God’s time
element, is obviously carnal, while
trusting, in the spiritual believer’s
life, is an absolute of sonship. Un-
til the Lord is ready to lead the
carnal believer into spiritual life,
there is nothing this believer can
do but wait. This waiting is tedious,
hurtful, and purging. Neverthe-
less, these times are in the Father’s
hands, and He will continue to re-
fine until He has what He wants.
During these times, God may use
Satan, sickness, troubles, trials,
temptations, frustration, confusion,



and even success as instruments of
refinement.

On occasion, it will seem that the
Lord will never deliver. In fact, the
Father does not permit these things
to come just so He can show His
glory in deliverance. These crises
come and stay until the Father has
a son broken and receptive to the
eternal plan (1 Corinthians 2:7).

The amount of time does not de-
pend on us, but, rather, on what the
Father wants out of us. The glory
He ordained for us before the world
is the object of all His dealings in
our lives. We must always be cogni-
zant of the promises God has given
us. He will not suffer us to bear any
more than we can stand (I Corinthi-
ans 10:13). The reason many believ-
ers are destroyed during the time of
God’s dealings is that they do not
have a true Gospel to go with the
schooling of the Father. Let us nev-
er forget that God is not shaping us
for a better earth life, but for eternal
life in His house (John 14:2).

Jesus Yields To A Time Element

To reach the Father’s house, we
must be as Jesus. He is the Way.
The time element was most im-
portant in His life. Hebrews tells us
that even though He was the Son,
yet He learned obedience by the
things which He suffered (Hebrews
5:8). The suffering was a part of His
kenosis (self-emptying). Even He
had to yield to His Father’s time el-
ement.

Paul says, “In the fullness of time,
God sent forth His Son” (Galatians
4:4). He who was “slain from the
foundation of the world” waited
some 4300 years until the time of
His revelation was at hand (John
1:29). During the three and one-
half years of His public ministry,
the time element was constantly ev-
idenced. Two times before He died,

He approached and went through
the Passover. He knew He was to
be the eternal Passover Lamb. He
knew, each year of His public min-
istry, that the time was not yet come
that He should be offered. What
great feeling must have come to His
heart each time the Passover drew
near! Twice, the Father told Him,
“This is not the time.” Thus, He
learned obedience by the things He
suffered.

In John 12:27, we see Him coming
to the hour. He told His disciples
that the hour had come that the Son
of Man should be crucified (Mat-
thew 26:2). God’s time element was
in operation. Undoubtedly, the Fa-
ther made the Son wait for the ap-
pointed time, that He might make
the Captain of our salvation perfect
through His sufferings (Hebrews
2:10). How precious the breaking
(kenosis) through which the Father
put the Son, that our redemption
might be perfect!

Now He Who was dealt with in
this way by the Father is our life,
our Captain, our Shepherd. Think
not that the Father will let us escape
such refinement through the time
element. While we do not have to
suffer for our sins, seeing that He
completely paid the price for our
salvation, we still will be chastened
in love and shaped into His likeness
by suffering the breaking of our will
into His obedience.

God Never Tells Us His Time
Element

One great and notable truth
about God’s time element is that
the Father never shares the dura-
tion or amount of time necessary
to schooling sons. Jesus said, in
Matthew 24:36, that no man or an-
gel knew the time when the Lord
would return and the end of the
world would come. He infers, in

this verse, that He does not know
the Father’s time in the statement,
“But my Father only”

How tremendous the truth that
the Father does not share any of
the length or duration of His time
dealings in our lives. The believer
should be challenged at this point.
So often, carnal believers set time
durations, only to have them bro-
ken by the Father. Some groups
have been notorious in setting the
dates for the coming of the Lord or
the end of the world. Often, some
set times in which God should heal
them or answer a certain prayer.
Many are deluded into setting the
time of God’s moving by thinking
that this is a degree of faith.

Some time ago, I saw a life spiri-
tually destroyed because someone
“prophesied” over this individual
and told him that, at a certain time,
God would heal him. The time
came and went, but no healing
came. The so-called prophet simply
said that had the believer possessed
the proper faith, he would have
been healed. Prior to the “date” of
healing, of course, nothing was said
about “proper faith.” Eventually, the
believer lost faith and confidence in
God and died in unbelief. Oh, the
great danger of binding our God
to a time element! Often, this was
done in the Old Testament, but
after Calvary, all believers were
bought and paid for by Christ; ev-
ery believer began to live eternal
life at the cross, and time was in the
Father’s hands.

We Must Submit To The
Father’s Will

When every son comes to his time
of “learning Christ” and bring-
ing the flesh under subjection,
his kenosis will be well underway.
During the “dying” time of kenosis
(John 12:24; Mark 8:35), the
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believer will long for relief and
will cry often, “Oh, Lord, how long
can I stand this breaking (school-
ing)?” The Father will not answer
because, in spiritual growth, the
Father, alone, controls the time el-
ement. Many believers have expe-
rienced such a moment as Christ
did in Gethsemane when He cried,
“Father, if it be Thy will, remove
this cup from me,” only to have
the Father ignore the plea. Many
such times will be experienced by
the believer, in fact, such breaking
will continue until Jesus comes, be-
cause this is the purging necessary
to making a bride “without spot or
wrinkle”

As never before, the Father is
provoking the kenosis in believ-
ers’ lives. This schooling is the best
thing to ever come to the Church. It
is the strongest indication that time
is short. For the first time, many be-
lievers are coming to a crisis they
have never experienced before.
This is one of God’s methods of in-
troducing the truths of the time ele-
ment. There are at least four provo-
cations being used by the Father to
bring sons to this special time of
schooling.

I. Frustration and confusion
bring about the time element.
Never before have so many suc-
cumbed to neuroses and break-
downs as today. One out of every
four persons is destined to suffer a
neurosis requiring hospitalization
or clinical treatment. Statistics tell
us that one out of two patients now
in hospital needs help with ner-
vous disorders. Furthermore, we
are told that 20 percent of all fatal
accidents are the result of neurotics
with suicidal tendencies. Surely, if
these things are not controlled by
the Father, modern science should
be able to help. But the greater fact
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is that time is short and the Father
has permitted Satan to antagonize
humanity so that men would be
“crowded to Christ” and become,
through testing and refinement,
what carnality has never produced.

Frustration and confusion are el-
ements controlled by the Father to
bring the knowledge of His ways
and truths. We must remember that
the Father set out, in the beginning,
to bring sons into His glory. The
sons are preoccupied with them-
selves, and God is forced to bring
their ways to an end. This is being
done these days through frustra-
tion and confusion. Only by letting
men come to a point of frustration
within themselves can God reveal
the greater plan.

Do not be dismayed when all you
believe and have trusted in fails
you. This could be the most impor-
tant time to which you have ever
come. When self-will is defeated,
a wonderful opportunity comes
in the Spirit to bring you into the
Christ-life. It is impossible to live
the Christ-life until self-interest is
dead (Galatians 2:20). The self-life
and the Christ-life cannot be lived
together, but the carnal believer
does not know he lives the self-life.
Thus, God sets a time in which he
will enter into the conflict, bring-
ing about this maturity. Most often,
these times are earmarked by frus-
tration and confusion. These terms
do not mean that God has stopped
dealing with you, but, rather, that
He is now dealing with you on a
different level. Frustration and con-
fusion can be stepping stones to the
Christ-life if you have the knowl-
edge of the time element.

II. Despondency over material
things provokes the time element.
Praise God for the hunger among
many believers today! Much of this

hunger has been brought about by
material things. America has be-
come materially minded. Men are
selling their souls for things. Be-
lievers have become swept up in
the tide of material blessings, only
to learn that material blessings are
not the answer. When the material
loses its motivation, God is given
an opportunity to motivate a life.
Too long, we have believed that the
criterion of spiritual life is things.
We have long based our growth in
Christ on our getting and receiving
blessings. Long ago, Paul learned
that to know Jesus (and to sub-
sequently live His life), one must
“suffer the loss of all things” (Phi-
lippians 3:8). Many would be will-
ing to lose all things, but Paul went
one step further. He counted things
“dung” Many, today, are willing to
give up something, in hopes of re-
ceiving more in return. This is not
enough. Jesus charges followers to
hate things and even to hate the
self-life if they are of greater mo-
tivation than Christ. Counting all
things loss, and even considering
them dung, is necessary to our one-
ness with Christ. But these are just
outlandish statements to the carnal
believer. The carnal man will retali-
ate if such an insinuation is made of
him. Thus, the decision is left to the
Father concerning things. Again,
we say, “Praise God!” for the mov-
ing of the Spirit which is making
believers sick of their things.

No greater crisis comes than the
discovery that things and their pos-
sessions leave you empty and hun-
gry after a time. We believe God
has let America become bound to
things so that men might turn to
Jesus for the true joy of life. If you
are depressed and frustrated after
reaching your goals and owning the
riches of earth, this is the most



wonderful time to which you have
ever come. Now God’s time ele-
ment is in operation, and, though
the days will be hard, the schooling
will bring the necessary knowledge
to the son, and finally oneness with
Christ.

III. The desire of the hungry
to give themselves to something
worthwhile provokes the time
element. Some time ago, a young
couple came to me for consulta-
tion. Their problem was unsettled-
ness and unhappiness in God’s
work. They told how often rebuffed
they were, how little sincerity and
respect for God other works had.
Even ministers had told them not to
get so excited about soul-winning
and meeting human need. Now, in
confusion, they were wondering
it Christianity was really trying to
help others.

I immediately sensed that the
all-important time element was
in operation. This young couple is
among many today who really want
to give themselves to God but do
not know how to do it. Carnal chur-
chianity, preoccupied with things
and human programs, is unable to
help them. But, thanks be to God,
the Holy Spirit is bringing many to
the desire to give themselves com-
pletely to God. No man can make
this decision within himself. This
decision is controlled by the Father,
and, in His time, those who really
want to give themselves to God will
be led by the Spirit.

Do not think yourself strange if
you desire to give up all and re-
ally live the Christ-life. This is not
your decision, but His. Do not feel
strange if you suddenly lose inter-
est in everything you have planned
for life. This is God crowding you
into a corner to see only Christ. In
time, we believe, every honest and

hungry believer will make this de-
cision to totally give himself to the
Christ-life or resolve himself to the
bondage of carnal religion.

True believers are no longer con-
tent to give themselves just to the
program once a week, or to the or-
ganization. Most feel that a greater
challenge than this lies in the cross.

The inability of the modern
Church to provide an opportunity
for believers to “pick up the cross
daily and follow Him” has forced
many into secular undertakings.
Many, today, have turned from
the cross to fight abortion, politi-
cal ideas, poverty, and many other
social ills, because the Church has
failed to preach a “crucified Christ”
In man’s failure, God has begun a
special move to bring men back to
the cross. When this begins to hap-
pen in the believer’s life, it means
that God’s time element is in effect.

IV. The nearness of the end of
the race provokes the time ele-
ment. The coming of the Lord is at
hand! All true believers have pre-
monitions of His coming as never
before. The Father, of course, does
not share the times or seasons with
us, but, through spiritual utter-
ances and premonitions, He does
share the signs and feelings with us.
Those who pray and share Christ
with the world know that time is
short. Soon, Jesus will come for the
Church.

Also, the closer a believer gets to
God and the more he takes on his
oneness with Christ, the more im-
perative becomes the time element.
Those closest to the eternal plan
have no time to waste. They are
steadfast, unwavering, serving unto
death with all urgency.

Today, as never before, reports are
coming from all around the world
that workers are seeking a deep-

er walk because time is short. To
combat the forces of sin and Satan,
forces which are intensified in these
last days, the elect are realizing that
a more powerful gospel and under-
standing of that gospel is needed.
Long, too long, believers have been
preoccupied with externals. Now,
in the closing moments of earthly
time, God is leading a people into
Christ-life truths that are feeding
the inner man. The inner man is the
key to the plan. The nearer the end
of the race, the less likely it is that
the Spirit will honor men, such as
personalities, or self-made proph-
ets and apostles. Rather, the Spirit
will unfold the body ministries
which show Christ. Now the Lord
is bringing to men this knowledge
and understanding. It is coming
because God’s time element is in
operation.

Let the believer who hungers and
thirsts after righteousness have no
fear or sorrow because he stands
alone or cannot find fellowship with
others. This is God’s dealings in his
life! Let the believer who feels he
is losing out spiritually take heart.
These times of spiritual depression
can become stepping stones to a
tuller oneness with Christ. In these
times, your only hope and safeguard
is the Word. Search the Scriptures
until your mind is renewed. Then
the revelation of Christ will come,
and with it the knowledge to live
the life of Christ by His faith (Ga-
latians 2:20).

Knowing Christ as your life is
the ultimate plan of God for all hu-
mans. You never become a “Christ”
yourself, but Christ in you wants to
use your ‘self” for Him ‘self’
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FREE B ORN byDon Byrd

“And the chief captain answered, With a great sum obtained I this freedom.
And Paul said, But I was free born” (Acts 22:28).
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All Things to All Men

“For though I be free from
all men, yet have I made
myself servant unto all,
that 1 might gain the more.

And unto the Jews I became
as a Jew, that I might gain the
Jews; to them that are under
the law, as under the law, that
I might gain them that are un-
der the law;

To them that are without
law, as without law, (being not
without law to God, but under
the law to Christ,) that I might
gain them that are without
law.

To the weak became I as weak,
that I might gain the weak: 1
am made all things to all men,
that I might by all means save
some.

And this I do for the gospel’s
sake, that I might be partaker
thereof with you” (1 Corinthi-
ans 9:19-23).

The “in Christ” Perspective

It is obvious from the Old and
New Testaments that the status of
a person’s freedom was according
to his birthing. If his parents were
slaves he was born into slavery. If
his parents were free then he was
born into freedom. From verse 20
it is explicitly clear that Paul is not
a Jew nor is he a Gentile. It is in-
teresting to note that Paul who by
natural birth was a Jew, born under
the law, had to become “as” a Jew to
win the Jew and become “as” under
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the law to win those under the law.
What had happened that caused
him to need to revert back to be-
ing a Jew if he was born a Jew? How
could someone who was born a Jew
no longer be a Jew? Is that possible?
He encountered grace and the new
birthing which perpetually changed
Paul and everything associated with
him. Confirmation: “But God forbid
that I should glory, save in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
the world is crucified unto me, and
I unto the world” (Galatians 6:14).

It is also obvious from Paul’s state-
ments that he neither considered
himself no longer a Jew nor Gentile.
He had to become as one without
law, a non-Jew to win those with-
out law. The interesting thing is he
presently was not under the Mo-
saic Law nor was he without law
because he said he had to become
these things to win those under
these circumstances! (1 Corinthi-
ans 9:19-21) In his mind he had to
become something that he was not
to influence others. His new birth
and abundance of revelations had
put him in a situation where he was
not like anything else on earth. He
was totally different from the Jews
or Gentiles because he was a new
creature. It is also obvious that the
new birth usually does not have this
kind of effect upon the believer (it
should, but doesn’t). The new birth
caused a radical change in the mind
and heart of the apostle Paul that
few have understood.

‘And the chief captain answered,

With a great sum obtained I this
freedom. And Paul said, But I was
free born” (Acts 22:28). There are
two methods of obtaining freedom
in the above verse. It could be pur-
chased with a great sum or it was
automatically obtained by a birth-
ing. It is obvious that the latter is
the easiest and best method. The
first method is because of what an
individual does and the latter is be-
cause of who he is through a birth-
ing.

“Now the Lord is that Spir-
it: and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty” (2
Corinthians 3:17).

“And that because of false
brethren unawares brought in,
who came in privily to spy out
our liberty which we have in
Christ Jesus, that they might
bring us into bondage:” (Gala-
tians 2:4).

“Stand fast therefore in the
liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free, and be not en-
tangled again with the yoke of
bondage” (Galatians 5:1).

“For, brethren, ye have been
called unto liberty; only use
not liberty for an occasion to
the flesh, but by love serve one
another” (Galatians 5:13).
“While they promise them
liberty, they themselves are
the servants of corruption: for
of whom a man is overcome,
of the same is he brought in
bondage” (2 Peter 2:19).



There can be no genuine liber-
ty aside from the grace of God.
“And unto the Jews I became as a
Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to
them that are under the law, as un-
der the law, that I might gain them
that are under the law; To them that
are without law, as without law, (be-
ing not without law to God, but un-
der the law to Christ,) that I might
gain them that are without law” (1
Corinthians 9:20-21).

“For ye have not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear; but
ye have received the Spirit of adop-
tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Father”
(Romans 8:15). What is the spirit of
bondage? Israel was in bondage in
Egypt for four hundred years. It is
obvious that if a child was born to
an Israelite in Egypt they were born
into slavery. One of the traits of the
flesh is to find a way to make itself
comfortable even under the most
adverse circumstances. It is not
an unreasonable thing to attempt
to live without causing any undue
burdens upon one’s self. The Isra-
elites learned how to please their
taskmasters by obeying every wish
and command given to them, thus
alleviating any discomfort. What
they did was learn how to be good
slaves. They found ways to please
their taskmasters and this obedi-
ence to their taskmaster alleviated
any undue burdens. Their lives
were in the hands of the Egyptians,

so the thing to do was keep them
happy. It was not something they
wanted to do to please themselves,
but to please their taskmasters. This
condition for Israel lasted four hun-
dred years while in Egypt.

“And the children of Israel said unto
them, Would to God we had died by
the hand of the LORD in the land of
Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots,
and when we did eat bread to the
full; for ye have brought us forth into
this wilderness, to kill this whole as-
sembly with hunger” (Exodus 16:3).
This became the spirit of the Isra-
elites who were previously under
bondage in Egypt. The way to make
it easy on yourself is to please your
taskmaster; keep them happy and
things will be much easier. Within
a matter of a just a few days, of be-
ing liberated from Egypt, they be-
came dissatisfied with living in the
desert. Many cried out to go back to
Egypt, that life in Egypt was not as
cruel as living in the desert because
they had learned how to please
their taskmasters and thus making
it easy on themselves.

It is obvious that something was
wrong, but most did not realize
what. Israel was now in the des-
sert and was very unhappy with
the conditions. How do they make
things better? They do whatever
their taskmaster wants and when
he is happy their lives will be eas-
ier and better. Now they are not

under Egyptian taskmasters, but
are totally under God’s care. What
they need to do is find out what He
wants them to do and obey it and
their lives will be much easier. In
other words, God became their new
taskmaster in the wilderness. This
was the spirit of bondage that was
developed in them and followed
them out of Egypt.

This same principle has entered
into Christianity because of the
commingling of law and grace as
preached by preachers. Most Chris-
tians think that the born-again be-
liever must be obedient to the law,
its statutes, commands, and pre-
cepts. This is nothing more than
what Israel did while in bondage in
Egypt. Most Christians think that
they must obey the law. God is not
our taskmaster demanding obedi-
ence to laws, statutes, precepts, or
commands! However, this kind of
thinking is due to a lack of under-
standing of the realm of the eter-
nal work of the cross and its grace.
Grace provides a freeborn birth-
ing from God our Father through
“Christ in you” both now and for-
evermore. Born again believers
need to begin to live life on earth
through this “free born” grace prin-
ciple. All things to all men but only
one thing to our Father—we are His
free born sons!
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THE DIVINE PERSPECTIVE

IBY

R O GER BODARYI

As we search and study the scrip-
tures to learn and know Christ, it
is important to be ‘standing’ from
the same viewpoint or perspective
as the authors of books if we are to
fully understand ‘where they are
coming from’ and what they are at-
tempting to communicate to their
readers. For example, if a car acci-
dent takes place at a traffic light and
there are four people who have wit-
nessed it, one standing at each cor-
ner of the intersection, each person
will give an account of the accident
to the police as ‘they saw it’ from
their own corner—point perspec-
tive. Each person will give a similar
story of what they saw. Some will,
however, give certain details that
the others may not have seen. There
may even be a person who has wit-
nessed the accident from the best
viewpoint of all—standing from a
window above in a nearby building,
seeing the entire accident take place
from all angles. 1 think of this illus-
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tration in regards to all the writ-
ers of the books in the Bible, from
Genesis to Revelations. Each author
is coming from their “corner” per-
spective of the dispensation they
lived in, what they knew, witnessed,
heard, saw and understood to be
the truth of what God had revealed
to them.

This scenario is especially rec-
ognized in the four writers of the
gospels, Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John, in how each of them were
coming from one of the four differ-
ent “corners” of the intersection of
the earthly life of Jesus. They were
writing from their own perspective
of Jesus in the things which they
witnessed, heard and understood,
either personally or in Luke’s case,
a secondhand account. Matthew,
Mark and Luke’s Gospels are called
the synoptic gospels and are coming
from an earthly/Jewish and histori-
cal perspective of Jesus. These three
Gospels are important more from
a humanly point of view, proving
to the Jews and the world, that Je-
sus was the promised Messiah, was
spoken of and prophesied of the
patriarchs and prophets of the Old
Testament and are the link to Him
being the savior to both the Jews
and the Gentiles as detailed in the
New Testament. Matthew records
and sees Jesus as being the suffering
Son of man, eschatological judge
and Son of God. Mark sees Jesus
as the Son of David/Abraham, the
great lawgiver, teacher and king of
the Jews. Luke reflects Jesus as the
great prophet, the Lord of all na-

tions and savior, especially of the
poor. These synoptic gospels, how-
ever, and perhaps most important,
are the legal and documented eye
witness accounts, all proving to
the world, the authenticity of Je-
sus’ physical life on earth at a spe-
cific time in history, attesting to the
same general facts, miracles, teach-
ings and historical information.

John’s gospel however, is set apart
from the synoptic gospels in that
he writes from a uniquely different
perspective. He would be likened to
the witness who is viewing the “ac-
cident” from the window above. It
becomes immediately obvious from
the very first verse that he is com-
ing from the eternal, spiritual and
divine perspective of Jesus.

“In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with
God and the Word was God. .
. All things were made by Him
and without Him nothing was
made that was made . . . And
the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us . . . full of grace
and truth” (John 1:1, 3, 14).

John also confirms the other gos-
pels in regard to a number of im-
portant historical events, especially
in regard to the crucifixion, yet
purposely leaves out many of Jesus’
transitional “Moses law” teachings
that was primarily focused for the
Jews at that specific time. He re-
cords the quotes of Jesus from the
heavenly and eternal view point, fo-
cusing on His divinity (who He is)
from the great “I am” statements



throughout the chapter. . .

“I am the bread of Life (6:35, 48)
... I am the light of the world
(8:12) . .. before Abraham was,
I am (8:58)...1 am the door
(10:9). . . I am the good shep-
herd (10:11) . .. I am the resur-
rection and the Life (11:25) . .
. I am the Way, the Truth and
the Life, no man cometh to the
Father but by me” (14:6) . . . I
am the true vine” (15:1).

John’s gospel was written in the
latter part of his life, around 90
A.D. He is therefore reflecting and
filtering everything through the
New Testament epistles, which had
already been written. John is writ-
ing in the light of “grace and truth”
and pointing forward connecting
it to the New Testament epistles.
John's gospel is best described as
“The Bridge” that links us from the
earthly, Old Testament-law per-
spective of God’s dealing with the
Jews, to the heavenly new creation
race of believers in Christ. It is the
bridge that takes us from the dis-
pensation of the law into the dis-
pensation of grace. “For the law was
given through Moses, but grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ”
(John 1:17). Whereas the synoptic
gospels are looking back from Old
Testament past to the present day of
their writings, John’s gospel is giv-
ing a broader eternal perspective of
the ultimate plan of God than the
synoptic gospels. It starts before
creation of the world “In the Begin-
ning” (1:1) then jumps over the Old
Testament time period and points
to His divine purpose in the world

“He was in the world, and the
world was made by Him and
the world knew Him not . . .
He came unto His own and His
own received Him not . . . but as

many as received Him, to. . .

them gave He the power to be-

come the sons of God, even to
them that believe on His name”

(1:10,11,12) . .. the Lamb of God

who taketh away the sins of the

world (1:29) . . . for this cause I

came to this hour” (12:27).

Then John gives a glimpse into the
Father’s plan for eternity future for
all those who believe in Him . . . “In
My Father’s house are many man-
sions, if it were not so, I would not
have told you, I go to prepare a place
for you”(14:2).

There are also a number of other
imperative truths John records in
his gospel which the synoptic writ-
ers missed and which are essential
to know in order to understand the
ultimate plan and purpose of God.
One of those divine truths is the in-
troduction and revelation of God
as Father to the Jews and all of hu-
manity . . . “But the hour is coming,
and now is, when the true worship-
ers will worship the Father in spirit
and truth; for the Father is seeking
such to worship Him (4: 23). John’s
gospel records Jesus referring to
God as Father more than any other
writer in the entire Bible. For the
Jews, this was not only a foreign
concept of who they understood
God to be, but also an irritation to
their religious legal minds to the
point “they sought the more to kill
Him . . . that God was His Father”
(5:18). It is from John’s gospel that
we have a window into the true
character, personality, desire and
heart of God as a loving Father and
the intimate relationship He had
with Jesus and the same fellowship
He desires of us. ..

most assuredly, I say to you, the
Son can do nothing of Himself,
but what He sees the Father do,
for whatever He does, the Son

also does in like manner. For the
Father loves “the Son, and shows
Him all things that He Himself
does” (5:19, 20). . . If you would
have known Me, you would have
known My Father also (14:7) . .
. He who has seen Me has seen
the Father (14:9) ... 1am in the
Father and the Father in Me . ..
it is the Father who dwells in Me
doeth the works” (14:10).
As we walk over the bridge from
John's gospel into the New Testa-
ment epistles we see another es-
sential link in regard to the eternal
viewpoint into the dispensation
of Grace and God’s ultimate plan.
John remembers and records the
prophetic words of Jesus of what
would take place after His death
and resurrection, beginning on the
day of Pentecost linking it to the
epistles of Paul . . . “af that day, you
shall know that I am in the Father
and the Father in me and I in you”
(14:20). Jesus prophetically speaks
from the very heart of the Father
purpose which He planned before
the foundation of the world which
connects directly to Paul’s revela-
tion into his epistles, “the mystery
which has been hidden from ages
and from generations, but now has
been revealed to His saints . . . which
is Christ in you the hope of glory”
Col. 1:26; 27.

As we continue over the bridge
and past the day of Pentecost into
the New Testament epistles, we
see another author who is writing
from “above”. . . the apostle Paul .

. “if ye then be risen with Christ,
seek those things which are above, set
your affections on things above, not
on things on the earth; for you are
dead, and your life is hid with Christ
in God” (Col. 3:1-3).

The Apostle Paul had a unique
and special calling from God. He
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was taken up by God to the high-
est and best viewpoint of all given
to man in order to see, understand
and share the divine truth of His ul-
timate plan to the world.

“But I certify you, brethren, that
the gospel which was preached of
me is not after man. For I neither
received it of man, neither was I
taught it, but by the revelation f
Jesus Christ (Gal. 1:11,12). To re-
veal his Son in me, that I might
preach him among the heathen;
immediately I conferred not with

flesh and blood: (Gal. 1:16).

Paul's primary perspective from
which he is writing in all his epis-
tles comes out of this revelation of
Christ in Him that He had received
from God. Paul’s epistles is coming
from the divine perspective by tak-
ing us back to a period of time be-
fore the creation of the world and
gives us a glimpse of the very blue-

prints of God which were planned
and drew up before the creation of
the world. “According as He hath
chosen us in Christ, before the foun-
dation of the world” (Eph. 1:4). This
gives us the insight into the very
blueprints of God’s purpose for all
of humanity. Paul’s entire gospel is
based on this premise—believers in
Christ/Christ in the believer.

In order for us to understand
Paul’s epistles and John’s gospel, we
must see it from the same divine
perspective from which they origi-
nally wrote the text . . . “Whereby,
when ye read, ye may understand
my knowledge in the mystery of
Christ” (Eph 3:4). The only way
we can see it from his perspective
is by having the mystery of Christ
revealed in us. Sadly, multitudes of
believers do not see the gospel from
Paul’s perspective of the revelation
of believers in Christ. Rather they
see it from an earthly, synoptic

gospels viewpoint, which literally
keeps them from ever entering this
wonderful truth and life of Christ
in us. Their mind is primarily fo-
cused on “Jesus in the flesh” rather
than the treasure of Christ we have
in earthen vessels. In order for us
to have the same perspective of
the authors we need to be “lifted
up by God to the same view point”
which is receiving the same revela-
tion and spirit-taught knowledge
and understanding as the authors .
.. “for eye has not seen, nor heard
the deep things of God’ but God has
revealed them to us by His Spirit” (1
Cor. 2:10). We need to pray the very
prayer that the Apostle Paul prayed
for believers in Ephesians 1:17 and
18 which is for God to open the
eyes of our understanding in order
for us to know the riches of his glo-
ry and the mystery of Christ in us.
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ThOllghtS on Grace by Richard Moore

71 was fellowshipping with a
brother one day on the subject of
grace. This fellow did not know the
message of Christ in us. He brought
up the term “divine influence upon
the heart,” which I recognized as a
definition from Strong’s. Later that
day as I thought about our conver-
sation, the Holy Spirit led me in
some very clear thoughts concern-
ing grace, the Strong’s definition,
and this message of Christ in us. I
would like to share them.

Grace obviously has many facets.
Ultimately, it is the saving work of
Christ, which is all of Him (John
19:30) — His death and resurrec-
tion (for us and as us). But we are
looking specifically at grace as His
divine enabling in our lives. Grace
is a perfect system (from start to
finish) but how does it all work?

“That Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith” (Eph. 3:17). Con-
trary to much popular teaching
\we’ve been exposed to, we do

not get a new heart at salvation.
We get a new spirit (Christ). This
spirit has to enter our heart. This
comes through relationship (yield-
ing/learning/obeying), loving God
(1 Peter 1:22; Rom. 5:5). Scriptur-
ally, this is called the revelation of
Jesus Christ (Gal. 4:6), and men
would do themselves a great ser-
vice if they understood the gospel
in this way. The heart is the seat of
affection and desire. When Christ
is dwelling in the heart (through
unreserved trust), He produces the
transformed desires where we only
want to do what pleases God. This
is the spirit of Christ reigning in
man as his very own spirit (the two
have become one (1 Cor. 6:17) as
the liberation of the human being
(Eph. 3:17-19).

So, back to my conversation with
my brother. “Divine influence upon
the heart?” You bet. But grace is
simply and finally, Christ (in you)
— God’s gift in whom all fullness

dwells and in whom we are com-
plete (John 1:16; Col. 2:9-10). Itis a
person we have received in His full-
ness the moment we believed (Col.
2:6). That’s grace! Sad to say, most
people are ignorant of this because
the Holy Spirit has not had the lib-
erty to reveal Christ within them.
Most people think the Holy Spirit
is Christ, but this is not so. This is
why the true grace of God remains
hidden to most believers. Be that
as it may, the culmination of God’s
grace is Christ dwelling in the heart
— which is a human who is free to
do what he wants (astounding!).
Oh, how far religion and human-
ity are from understanding the true
grace of God and the greatness of
our Father. These are the sacred
truths of grace — which is God
changing who we are based upon
his kindness towards us (Gal. 2:20;
2 Cor. 5:17) in spite of ourselves. To
God ever be the glory.

/[

(Richard Moore leads a Christ-life group in Florence, Arizona.)
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A PRISON EPISTLE

BY BROTHER RYAN

Dear Warren and Robbie,

I am writing from Buckeye, Ari-
zona, in prison. I am blessed to
have met a man named Richard
Moore over five years ago in my
journey who had the revelation of
Jesus Christ in full bloom. At the
time I was in one of the seven crises
of the faith you so eloquently wrote
about yet I was unaware that there
were such common crises. Richard
began to slowly feed me the bread
he had been eating in the Christ-
life teachings, and it was then that I
really began to find myself at odds.
The teachings were so vastly differ-
ent from the doctrines of faith I had
been raised under that many a day
and night I would find myself ques-
tioning their truth and validity. I
was an avid student of the Bible for
almost six years at this time, born
again and spirit-filled, but yet here
I was confronted with things so dif-
ferent from what I knew. I began to
test the Word being administered
through Christ-life fully expecting
that I would find great error in such
a strange doctrine if only I would
search.

Over a period of years this per-
sisted and my fellowship with Rich-

ard blossomed more and more. I
receive many great things from the
teachings, but truthfully, without
the revelation of Jesus Christ it was
still very much a peculiar teaching
to me. I would have most likely put
the Christ-life message away for
simply being so peculiar, but one
thing prevented me. It was this man
named Richard Moore—this fel-
low prisoner of mine. Sometimes I
would find myself in conversation
with him having to take note that
this brother of mine spoke as one
with authority, as one in whom his
words could not be resisted. Often I
would walk away from our conver-
sations saying to myself that no one
has ever spoken this way before.
You see, I hadn’t heard that there
was such a thing as manifesting
Christ. I had read all of the Scrip-
tures enough, but somehow I had
missed this central thing: “Christ,
who is one life” Richard manifest-
ing Christ was the sole reason I
came to the revelation of Jesus for
myself. All those days of fellowship
with him made me realize a stark
contrast in the life of two believ-
ers—he and I. Here, we two men
both had life sentences in prison,

but one was free and one was al-
ways thinking about freedom. I
knew the Scriptures that promised,
“He whom the Son set free, is free
indeed,” but Richard knew the ful-
fillment of that Word of Life.

The plain truth is that I envied
Richard for that freedom that tran-
scends the circumstances and situ-
ations of common life. My praise to
God is that I envied him until I did
not have to envy any more. Thanks
to Richard I can now say that it fi-
nally pleased God to reveal His Son
in me, that I might preach Him
among the Gentiles. Indeed, I am
free! Indeed my spirit does cry out
“Abba, Father”

I wanted to write you to establish
our relationship and love in the
Lord Jesus Christ officially. You and
Robbie are truly showing the world
Christ in us, as us. You are both
the Son in whom our God is well-
pleased. Thank you so very much
for your faithfulness in Christ Je-
sus. It has blessed me in a quan-
tum-kind of way.

The grace and peace of our Lord
and life, Jesus Christ, be with you,
and be multiplied.

Love, Bother Ryan.
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Before I proceed to share my un-
derstanding on forgiveness, I need
to point out a few basic principles
we need to understand. Firstly, un-
derstanding what happened at the
cross—what the death, suffering,
and burial of Jesus has done for us.
Secondly, we need to have an un-
derstanding of the resurrection of
Jesus and what that event did for
us. And, thirdly, we need an under-
standing of what happened to us at
our birthing, when we believed on
the Lord Jesus Christ as our only
means of salvation. What our en-
trance into a new life where Christ,
the risen Christ, not Jesus of Naza-
reth, is our only life, means in prac-
tical terms. Unless an understand-
ing of these facts come to us by
revelation, we will not walk in the
fullness of the freedom and joy of
forgiveness and other practical life-
living issues. There are many teach-
ing CD’s and DVD’s where Warren
Litzman expounds on these prin-
cipals, so it is not my intention to
expound on these principals at this
time.

During 2011, Yvonne and I had
to walk through much of the C &
S gangs (circumstances and situ-
ations) activities. We had to walk
through these sometimes very dark
days, where much of our hurt was

caused by people we loved and
trusted. The details of these “dark”
days in our lives will be a story that
we will not be sharing, because we
are through them. We will say like
Paul, Brethren, I count not myself
to have apprehended: but this one
thing I do, forgetting those things
which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are
before Phil. 3:13.

As Yvonne and I were “walk-
ing through” the stuft that the C
& S gang put on our path, many
friends and advisors told us how
to deal with these problems. Some
of the council given was good, but
most did not know what they were
talking about, as it was very obvi-
ous to Yvonne and I, that, not only,
have they not walked through their
problems but they wanted to sound
very religious. It was obvious that
most of these advisors had not re-
ceived the revelation that Christ
was their life and that we can do
nothing without Christ.

I had learned from some expe-
rience that Father uses the C & S
gang to teach us different lessons.
The problem with this type of les-
son is that you don’t have a clue as
to what the lesson is until you have
walked through the whole thing
with Christ as your life. The les-
son to be learned may take a day
or months to get through, but it is
glorious when you are through and
you see what Father is teaching you
and we learn HIS lesson and not
what we feel we should be learning.

FORGIVENESS

BY CHRIS GOOSEN

LA

Its not by our strength or clever
plans, but Christ’s strength, and it
is His Life in and through us, that
gets us through the circumstances
or situations that we find ourselves
in.

As we meditated on the situation
and what to do, I saw the hurt in
Yvonne, and I realised that there
was nothing that I could say or do
that will take away the hurt, so I
started getting upset that people we
loved and trusted could bring such
hurt into our already stressed lives.
I felt and started to react as resent-
ment rose up in my heart, wanting
to get them in some way that would
really hurt them as they hurt my
wife.

I tried to put those thoughts out
of my mind, but that was not as
easy as one thinks. During the early
hours of the morning my thoughts
would turn to the events that we
have to face the next day, and re-
sentment and revenge would rise
up in me. Praying did not seem to
help, singing did nothing, reading
Paul's message did even less, and
watching Warren Litzmans DVD’s
only brought frustration.

Sitting by myself one afternoon,
a thought came to me that I should
forgive these people, wipe the slate
clean, walk away, and act as if it
never happened. Well, my thoughts
almost said, ALMOST said, “Get
thee behind me satan,” but then I
considered the forgiveness angle.
I started reading all the “forgive”
verses in Paul’s writings. I checked
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out the Greek words, did some re-
search, and found to my amaze-
ment that I did not know the first
thing about Christ life forgiveness.
I knew a lot about the “law” and
the “kingdom message” type of for-
giveness, where I had to forgive if
I wanted to be forgiven. “But if ye
do not forgive, neither will your Fa-
ther which is in heaven forgive your
trespasses” (Mark 11:26).

The first thought that crossed my
mind was, ‘Do you, Chris, really be-
lieve and KNOW that you were for-
given by Christ? Why do you still
feel as if you have done things for
which you cannot be forgiven? You
have done things which are strict-
ly forbidden by the Word of God.
Even after you were born again, you
continued to do stuff that you knew
was wrong. Can you really be for-
given for acting in this way?’

The mind is a wonderful thing,
the more you dwell on a subject,
the greater the subject becomes in
your mind, until it takes over your
behaviour, and you start acting out
what your thoughts are. I remember
that years ago I use to rebuke the
devil when I had negative thoughts.
I cannot remember if it worked or
not, but that was the thing to do.
Put all the blame on the devil or on
someone else.

I realised that true forgiveness
was not a human thing, but a God
thing. We as humans cannot for-
give, we say we have forgiven, but
our minds cannot reach the depths
of God’s forgiveness. When our Fa-
ther forgives, it goes way beyond
our human emotions and abilities.
I asked Father to help me to forgive
the way He does.

I realised that Christ in me has
to forgive. He knows about forgive-
ness—remember what they did to
Him before they put Him on the
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cross. While hanging there be-
tween heaven and earth, He looked
down on those mocking Him and
said, “Then said Jesus, Father, for-
give them; for they know not what
they do. And they parted his rai-
ment, and cast lots” Luke 23:34.

I started delving into the scrip-
tures from Genesis looking at ev-
ery verse that had anything to say
about forgiveness, checking the He-
brew language and the meanings.
I checked out the words used for
forgiveness, searched dictionaries,
and asked the Holy Spirit to show
me Christ and how He forgave. I
wanted to be free from my resent-
ment and revenge, [ wanted healing
for Yvonne and myself. We had to
learn a lesson from this experience,
or we will not move on from here.

As the Spirit reminded me of the
people I had forgiven in the past,
and I remembered that subcon-
sciously, and at times, knowingly,
I would hand them over to God to
sort them out, because I felt they
had to pay something for the hurt
they caused me or a loved one. I
could never understand why when I
saw these people again, resentment,
or, “just wait, your day is coming”
feelings would rise up in me. I had
spoken forgiveness over them, but
they still had some control over
me. Why Lord, Why????  While
meditating on these things, I saw
myself, as in a movie, knowing that
I should forgive a brother, having
my hands tightly around his neck,
squeezing the very life out of him,
while uttering the words, “I forgive
you in the Name of Jesus.” I would
like total forgiveness for myself, but
some pain and justice for those who
have sinned against, or hurt me.

We have so much religious rub-
bish in us and we act so righteous
towards ourselves that it takes a real

“slap” from Father to check our ac-
tions and to find out why we say and
do the things we do in the Name of
Jesus, and expect it to work. My Fa-
ther is not my genie in a bottle that
He has to grant my wishes, even if
tie it all together at the end with “in
the Name of Jesus.”

Looking through the Old Testa-
ment, I found that when it speaks of
“man” forgiving, a certain Hebrew
word was used, and this word had
several meanings, that would cover
our English word “forgive”

So shall ye say unto Joseph, For-

give, (H5375) I pray thee now, the
trespass of thy brethren, and their
sin; for they did unto thee evil: and
now, we pray thee, forgiveH5375
the trespass of the servants of the
God of thy father. And Joseph wept
when they spake unto him Gen
50:17.
H5375 nasd’ nasah, naw-saw, naw-
saw. A primitive root; to lift, in a
great variety of applications, liter-
ally and figuratively, absolutely and
relatively: accept, advance, arise,
(able to, [armour], suffer to) bear
(-er, up), bring (forth), burn, carry
(away), cast, contain, desire, ease,
exact, exalt (self), extol, fetch, for-
give, furnish, further, give, go on,
help, high, hold up, honourable (+
man), lade, lay, lift (self) up, lofty,
marry, magnify, X needs, obtain,
pardon, raise (up), receive, regard,
respect, set (up), spare, stir up, +
swear, take (away, up), X utterly,
wear, yield.

BUT, when it speaks of “Gods”
forgiveness, another Hebrew word
was used, which spoke of “forgive,
pardon and spare.”

And he shall do with the bullock
as he did with the bullock for a sin
offering, so shall he do with this:
and the priest shall make an atone-
ment for them, and it shall be for



given H5545 them Lev 4:20.

H5545 sélach saw-lakh’ A primi-
tive root; to forgive: - forgive, par-
don, spare.

In myself, as a human, with the
feelings, emotions and a warped
sense of justice, I do not have it in
me to forgive like God forgives. To
pardon, to spare, to forgive. No
other meanings, no built in condi-
tions, no getting a little justice for
the wrong done. Oh, my desire is to
forgive like that.

Looking into the writings of Paul, I
found several references to the word
“forgive” or “forgave,” and checked
them all out. One of the most won-
derful and mind renewing verses
is found in 2 Cor 2:10, where Paul
speaks about forgiving someone in
the person of Christ. “To whom ye
forgive any thing, I forgive also: for
if I forgave any thing, to whom I
forgave it, for your sakes forgave I it
in the person of Christ;” 2 Cor 2:10.
Here Paul states that if someone has
forgiven anyone, Paul would also
forgive that person but in the per-
son of Christ. Paul did not want to
hold anything against anyone. He

wanted nothing to come between
him and his relationship with the
Father. We also should not hold
anything against anyone, no mat-
ter how hard it is, no matter what
the circumstances. This was a very
hard thought for me, especially
when family or friends have been
hurt by others. My desire is to walk
in this forgiveness, allow Christ in
me to forgive.

Paul had experienced Christ’s for-
giveness, and his desire was to for-
give as he was forgiven, Father for-
gave him through the death of Jesus
on the cross. The risen Christ was
Paul’s life and as Paul forgave, it was
Christ in him that forgave.

I cried to my Father, “forgive them
your way, not mine, Jesus, forgive
through me your way, not mine.
As I started praying these words,
emotions rose up within me, hate,
justice, revenge, resentment were
being replaced with compassion,
love, understanding, grace, and a
softness towards the people that
hurt me. When I saw them walking
in town, I was amazed that I had no
feelings any more. It was as if they

were just people I knew or helped
some time ago. I was free of the hold
they had over me, I was starting to
teel that Christ has set me free.

My attitude is changing (on-go-
ing) towards people, towards the
political situation in South Af-
rica, towards my driving, towards
my home, and my love affair with
Christ in me is growing. All on-
going, nowhere near what it should
be, but slowly growing.

My desire is to continue walking in
Christs forgiveness, feel His com-
passion, and know His life through
me. After we walk through the cir-
cumstances and situations that our
Heavenly Father allows to cross our
paths, and we have the correct at-
titude towards these events that
will come upon us, we grow in our
love relationship with Christ in us,
and with the Father. It is only as we
allow our Father to teach us His
ways, and we open ourselves up to
learn from Him, that we truly be-
gin to live the Christ-life. “I can
do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13).

ﬂ.JI Your ability to give unconditional love is the greatest gift of God. ::E

“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with
us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ” (1 John 1:3).

WARREN
LITZMAN
THIS THEN 15

THE

MESSAGE
WHICH WE HAWE
HEARDOF HIM

This verse has many facets, but the words “fellowship with the Father and with the
Son” are of particular interest to me as a theme for this book. Our real fellowship is
with the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. The Christ-life message is the center of ev-
erything I want to do. Wherever I go, whatever I do, the message is the focal point of
my life. When I first began to see these truths, I realized that many people through the
centuries had bits, pieces and parts of the Christ-life truth—“Christ in you, the hope of
glory,” but it never crystallized as a part of their biblical truths. They never understood
it as a complete and total message because the life of Christ, as the believer’s life, did
not sustain all the ideas they thought were necessary to their religious programs. Also,
many other things were commingled with the message, most often unscriptural things
that followers of organized religion deemed necessary, making the message of Christ

alive in believers become lost or, at the very least, diluted.

BuUY THREE GET

ONE FREE

(Reg. $8 ea or buy 3 get one free $24 plus $7 shipping (Sale is good until Dec. 31, 2012)
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Everyday Life in the Son

By Alice Scott-Ferguson

The Wonder of Oneness

L

B

Lingering Longing

At a recent concert honoring the
late Ella Fitzgerald, not only were
we transported back to the mu-
sic of our younger years, but with
hindsight made more aware of the
longing in the heart of this icon as
her life was recalled in speech and
song. The tone and texture of her
vast musical repertoire—born out
of broken and unfulfilled relation-
ships—reflected her yearning to be
connected. It was not only her ex-
quisite voice that captured her fans,
but the echo that articulated long-
ings in their own hearts.

There is a thread of longing—an
ache—which runs through the tap-
estry of the human condition that
is forever conspicuous by its refusal
to blend in with the other shades
and hues that constitute the cloth
called life. Achievement, accolades
and professional pinnacles do not
assuage the ache. Even when lov-
ers have consummated their union,
when prodigals finally find their
way home or the longed-for baby
comes to the waiting arms of loving
parents, still the deepest longings of
our being remain unfulfilled.
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The Father created us for a last-
ing union, a wondrous oneness that
no earthly connection can ever sat-
isfy. If He planned it then there is
an answer. There is a place where
we can slake our raging thirst; a
table where we can feast and be
satisfied. Those of us who have had
the revelation that we are in union
with Christ, know what He is, the
well of water that never runs dry,
and the abundant bread that never
grows stale. Yet, over the months
and years, we too sometimes ache
with an unfulfilled longing and suc-
cumb to a sense of something miss-
ing. How can that be? Three ready
reasons come to mind.

Failing to Find Family

Over the centuries, Christen-
dom has gone to great lengths in
its many efforts to establish unity
in the church. Most of them have
failed. Ecumenical councils have
collapsed under severe sectarian-
ism and hands across the aisle have
disengaged due to denominational
dogmas.

So we have gone our own way
ignorant of—or perhaps willfully
ignoring—the clear mandate of the
Lord’s injunction, intention and
longing that we be one. (John 17).
It is so natural and easy to retreat
to our places of comfort where ev-
eryone uses common language to
frame meanings. The Pentecostals
like to hear of speaking in tongues
and gifts of the Spirit, the Baptists,
naturally, baptism—and witness-
ing, and we are suspect of those
who do not bandy about phrases

like birthing and Christ-as-life.

As many of you know, I have spent
the last two years writing a book
in collaboration with another au-
thor who holds very different views
from mine in the arena of God’s
roles for women.* It has been, and
continues to be, one of the most
satisfying experiences of my life.
Not just because of the joy of writ-
ing and being afforded a huge plat-
form for my convictions (including
the premise that Christ is all in all),
but because I found oneness with
another member of the Family of
God—despite differences.

We intellectually concede that
He chose each one to be members
of His Body, but our actions often
belie our beliefs. Throughout his
letters to the churches, Paul im-
plores believers to eschew division
and strife, calling carnal those who
cause separation. Sectarian seclu-
sion is not the path our Father
forged in the death of His Son who
came to make us one (Eph. 1:10;
Gal. 3:28). We are missing out when
we fail to connect with other mem-
bers of the family of our Father.
Following the Messenger

Our beloved—though often enig-
matic—Apostle Paul not only calls
for unity, but insists that the mes-
senger is not the Message. “For one
says, I am of Paul; and another, I
am of Apollos... Who, then, is Paul,
and who is Apollos, but ministers
by whom you believed... I have
planted, Apollos watered, but God
gave the increase” (1 Cor. 3:4-6).



The detritus of deception litters the
history of the church as believers
have swarmed onto the latest band-
wagon of teaching spear-headed by
compelling and charismatic leaders.
How our intellects dance with part-
ners like “fresh insight,” “promised
power” or “deep doctrine” So much
so, that we are in danger of commit-
ting spiritual adultery. We become
harlots hankering after other lovers
that lure us into ever more learning,
even putting the written Word over
the mystery of the astounding truth
of Christ in us—rather than falling
in love with our Lover.

No matter how sincere, or indeed
how good and true some of the
messengers may be, we follow them
at our peril. They have feet of clay
and we will be, sooner or later, hurt
and disillusioned with someone we
wrongly considered to have it all to-
gether. In many instances the result
is disappointed Christians leaving
tellowship altogether and label-
ing everyone in the church hypo-
critical, delusional and fraudulent.
When we lose sight of the union
we have with Christ we are soon
thirsty and hungry and danger-
ously susceptible to the next “new
thing of God.”

Contemplating Christ

Perhaps the greatest hindrance
to feeling whole, experiencing
union or enjoying satisfaction in
our Christian lives, is the absence

The Lovd’s Prayer
(John 17)

10 CDs/$50

plus $5 shipping

order online www.clfdallas.com

of practicing His presence. I find it
terrifyingly easy to become so very
cerebral in my experience of Christ.
I remember well a seminal moment
several years ago when I cried out
to know Him, not just know about
Him. My Lord’s response was loud
and clear. “I will show you, but do
not put me into your formulas.”
Formulas, no matter how con-

structive and conducive to forming
a framework for understanding,
can do nothing to quiet the hunger
of the heart and can hijack intimacy
more effectively than anything else
I can think of. Formulas may unite
us in vocabulary, but leave us iso-
lated, alone, and aching for con-
nectedness to both God and fellow
humans. Dan Stone says this so
beautifully in a Union Life article
called The Divine Love Affair. “It
is difficult for most of us to believe
that the main objective of God is
that we just love Him. This is a love
that has no human wisdom to ex-
plain it. It is love without blessing,
love without any reasonable moti-
vation—it is not a love understand-
able by the world.”
Remedies for the Rifts

Although we know that there is a
final consummation that cannot be
tully experienced until we see Him
face to face, I believe that attending
to these reasons, which may be con-
tributing to our loneliness, longing
and isolation will go a long way to

helping us experience wholeness
and unity.

Cultivating connection with those
who do not share the finer points
of our theology, teaches us to love
regardless. We learn to respect
and value, and even—surprisingly
enough—learn from those we deem
less enlightened. No messenger has
a wrap on the things of God. How
clever of God to make us a Body,
each part needing the other.

When we spend time contem-
plating the Christ within; when we
cultivate the habit of acknowledg-
ing the infinite love of our Father,
we need never feel disconnected
from our true selves, one another
or our Source. The Father’s fixed
gaze of love beams on everyone,
and those ever open arms of our
God, embraces us all. No excep-
tions, no favorites, no one left out.
There is after all, only one Bride and
one Groom. There is one Lord, one
faith, one baptism. One God and
Father of all, who is above all, and
through all and in all (Eph. 4:5-6).

The song of the believer is a cel-
ebration of union. May the echo of
that intimacy resonate with all who
hear, that they too may be drawn to
the Lover of their souls.

* Alice’s book, Reconcilable
Differences, is available on
amazon.com or from Cook
Communications Ministries.

The Lovd’s Prayer
Taught by Warren Litzman

Insight into the intimate love
of the Son to the Father
through the John 17 prayer
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THE TRUTH OF THE MYSTERY,
NoOow REVEALED

FROM JAN GROBBELAAR

(C Paul - Apostle of Grace )))

The Apostle Paul, a great man in his day,
Persecuted Christians who followed the Way.
Then why would God choose a man like him
To reveal the Mystery He held within.

God knew his determination to follow through
Whatever it was God gave him to do.

To reveal to Believers the Gospel of Grace,
Given by the Glorified Christ, face to face.

On the road to Damascus he encountered a
bright light,

Fell to the ground, for three days lost his sight.

Then sent to his people with the Good News,

They were saved from the Law, no longer Jews.

A new Race of people, born from above
Whatever they do must be done out of Love.
This was not good news to their ears,

The root of the Law went back too many years.

They were not prepared to abolish the Law,

It was their security, it made them secure.

With hearts waxed cold to what Paul had to say
Israel set aside for an undisclosed day.

The Good News taken to the Gentiles instead,
They would now hear what had to be said.

The Law fulfilled by Jesus the Man,

Who died in God’s heart before the world began.

Chosen before the foundation of the earth,

His death would bring life and another birth.

Do you know what it means to have Christ in you?
In God’s eyes Christ is me and Christ is you.

This is the essence of all Paul’s teaching,

To many ears this Message is reaching.

Only God knows who will embrace this fact

And those whose old knowledge they’re prepared
to retract.

Born again with the Incorruptible Seed,
Christ’s life as mine is all I need.
So thank you Father God for your Apostle Paul,
Who brought the Truth that Christ is my AlL
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My Notes on the Final Gospel

By Warren Litzman

Out of his desire to help students become teachers to broadcast the Christ-
life message to believers and non-believers worldwide, Warren Litzman
compiled sermon notes for 365 of his favorite in-Christ messages into My

>«

Notes on the Final Gospel. Warren’s “Big Book” in large format (8.5 x 11)
is a wonderful aid for Bible studies and teaching of the in-Christ message.

Testimony by Chris and Yvonne Goosen

Johannesburg, S. Africa

I just want to express my deepest gratitude to Warren for taking the time
to write all his notes into the big book. I have been using the book as I
prepare to teach folk about the message. It has been a great help to me; I
only teach what is in that book. Thank you very much.

Paperback, 527 pages, $32.50 plus $7 shipping (includes insurance)
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Celebrate the
birth of Christ
by blessing
family and

friends with
special CD
sets this
Christmas

Do YOU STRUGGLE AND GRAPPLE TO CONNECT THE DOTS IN YOUR
UNDERSTANDING OF THE IN-CHRIST MESSAGE?

The messages in these albums will have a profound impact on
your understanding. God has used
Warren in an astounding way to connect the dots.

THE CRoss. In an age when the Cross is sorely ignored
and bypassed in sermons, and seldom mentioned, believ-
ers need to have an in-depth understanding of the Cross
which marked the great change from the Dispensation of
Law into the Dispensation of Grace. 10 CD’s - $50 plus
$4.80 shipping

IT’s JEsus — JusT JEsus. When, in your despair, you I form e 5 -
come to the end of your searching and wandering from Irf_ Hi_"' ""fr I j nlernation EHI
place to place, doctrine to doctrine, program to pro-

gram, then the Holy Spirit will bring you to Jesus, just It's Jesus - Just Jesus
Jesus! One of the best teachings to fill you with hope Colossians 311

and joy in Christ. 8 CD’s - $40 plus $4.80 shipping

St ATrca Campmssetineg April 2005

§CD St

Teaching by
Warren Litzman

Warres Litzman ,
UNDERSTANDING PAUL’S MIND IN THE KNOWLEDGE

OF THE MYSTERY. Why was Paul chosen to be the apostle
of Grace? Why was he, being a Jew, sent to the Gentiles
with the gospel of the Mystery? How is it possible that
such powerful and profound teachings of the plan of God
were written in Paul’s Epistles? Take a look into the mind
of the Apostle Paul. 11 CD’s $55 plus $4.80 shipping

1

“Understanding Paul's Mind In The
Knawledge OF The Mystery™

Christ-Life Fellowship
International

Purchase all three albums for $145 plus $9.20 shipping
clfdallas.com 31
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WEEKEND IN THE WORD
PINE COVE, TYLER, TEXAS
NOVEMBER 8-11, 2012

http://www.pinecove.com/summer-camps/woods

THE WISE OLD OWL SAYS, “COME BE JOYOUS WITH US IN THE LORD.”

INSPIRING

RELAXINGl

ENRICHI

Registration Information: Send a deposit of $50 per adult to the Christ-life office, ($3.00 credit card
charge per transaction). Contact info: office (214-391-0488), Frank Blakeman (985-876-1800). Balance

will be due in office by Oct 1st. More info: copy and paste: http://www.king-cart.com/clf/frontpage=yes
then click on Weekend in the Word at top of page.
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