de-Down World

EPISODE #8

By Warren Litzman

Our world is upside-down because the world has ignored the Cross of Jesus Christ. Certain big
name people like the New Age people, some T.V. preachers, innumerable pastors of modern
churches, as well as atheists, certain historians, and Hollywood celebrities have all done their
best to slander the Cross of Jesus Christ and what He accomplished there. The Cross is what
turns a person’s world upright. To hate the Cross is to destroy one’s self. Here are some facts
that may help you.
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+* The Cross is hated because it killed the Law of Moses. “Blotting out the handwriting of
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross” (Col. 2:14).
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The Cross stands in contrast to many things believers do to be religious, things like
water baptism (1 Cor. 1:17), good works, church membership, giving lots of money, and
erecting buildings. “So that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 1.7).

The Cross became an enigma to a religion that has followed it for over 2,000 years. The
Cross is hated because God saw the sacrifice Jesus made there would give Him the right
to birth His own children.
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At the Cross, God accomplished the final part of His plan to offer salvation by grace. God
saw that now no one would go to Hell or have to be separated from Him because of
what they did to Him in their sinful lives.

The teaching of the Cross does not belong to religious people who despise the shed blood of
Jesus Christ. The teaching of the Cross does not belong to holiness believers who are serving
God out of their self-effort, attempting to be holy by their own actions. The teaching of the
Cross does not belong to the so-called faith people who teach that getting faith is getting more
of God. The teaching of the Cross does not belong to believers looking for signs and gifts, who
believe they have greater power within themselves and can exist in their works without
preaching Christ at the cross. The teaching of the Cross is not for people who speak of the
simplicity of getting saved and then after salvation put a heavy yoke of law upon people to
make them stay saved.



Even before sin entered the world, the Cross was already the focus of God’s plan. “But with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot: Who verily was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you”
(1 Peter 1:19-20).

All believers became spiritual beings because of the Cross. “But he that is joined unto the Lord is
one spirit” (1 Cor. 6:17).

The Cross made it possible for all born-again believers to be in Christ.

The Father graciously allowed every human to share in Christ’s death so that their old upside-
down life is dead, just as dead as Christ was on the cross.

The Cross started a second existence, a second life for humanity. The Cross does away with
anything a human, within himself, could do to please God. It is most difficult for modern
theologians to accept that there are at least two gospels in the New Testament, one before the
Cross and one after the Cross.

The word cross is mentioned in the Four Gospels only as an historical event. It is mentioned
three times in Acts and never as salvation. On the Day of Pentecost, Peter, full of the Holy Spirit,
did not preach the Cross but accused the Jews of murdering Christ (Acts 2). Cross is mentioned
once in John’s Revelation. Paul, the man who had the final gospel from Christ, gives at least six
references to the Cross and its salvation.

God is not in the business of fixing old lives, bringing them from a life of sin to a life of
righteousness. God’s plan is simple: To do away with the old life—“/ am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now live in the flesh I live
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 2:20)—and place a
new life in the human—“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away; behold, all things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17).

The only way to exist in the upside-down world is to let Christ be your only life. The Cross is
where it all starts.
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